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jHEN 1 was prevat- 
Cit led with for the 
|| preaching. . of this 
Wit Sermon, [| veas fo far 
(as j}. from having the 

pI); laſt thoughts of 
=== making it publicic, 
that [ did not fo.mwch as/{uſpe&t, or 
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The Ppiſtle Dedicatory, 


fearcan invitation thereunto. And whey 
I received intimation that it would be ey. 
peed from me, I yer fully reſolved to 
reſiſt the urmoſt violence of im portuni- 
ty.; and I had doneſo (although as it is 
ſaid of Eliſha, 2-Kings 2.17..I was urgedtil 
I was aſhamed) but that it was objeQed 
to me, That this my deniall-was unſutable 
tro my Sermon : for the {cope of that was 
ro-Guicken unto the love and pratiiſe 0 
Thankeſgiving; in the preſling of which, 
if I were ſerious & 1n earneſt, how could 
I with-hold that which you delircd onely 
.as a teſtimony and help of your thankful. 
neſle; If thankſgiving vvere ſo excellent 
.and divine a duty, vvhy vyould [ not (h1 
ving a Call from ſuch as I acknovvledgec 
godly and judicious) further it by my per 
as vvcll as rongue * This argument | con 
feſſe won upon me,and hath drawn fro 
me more then a conforniity to your de 
ſires ; for that vvhich vvas bur a Sermon, l 
haveenlarged into a Treatiſe. If God ſha 
honour and bleſle it ſo far as to makeitin 


ſtrumentall in ſtirring you up unto "y 
#] Q 
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The Epiſile Dedicatwy. 
lous and (incere practiſe of this glorious 
and heavenly duty of thankſgiving, I have 
mycnd. But now if it ſhould meet with 
acontrary iſſue, if you ſhould be urmoved 
thereby,and notvvithſtanding ir, renaine 
unthankfull.,, or elſe cold and remiſle in 
your thankes,the gricfc vvill bee mine, buc 
thedanger yours. For this ſmall TraQate 
yvill bee one vvitneſſe and aggravation of 
your unthankfulneſſe, Þbz 12.48. And be- 
fides; ſuch an entertainment of it, vvill bee 
yery unagreeable ro the argument by 
which you perſwaded me; nay, it will ar- 
ouethar your obſtinate carneſtneſle for the 
publication hereof, proceeded rather from . 
curioſity and vainglory,then from a religi- 
gious deſire ro be quickned unto, and alli. 
[ted in your praiſes. Butro ule the exprel- 
ſion of the Apoſtle, Heb.6.9, Iam perſwaded 
better things of you,and things thataccompany 
laluation , that-are anſwerable to ſuch a 
aluation as this of yours. In confidence 


ctand prayer forwhich, I reſt, 


Yours to ſerve you inthe 
things of Chriſt, 
HunAin Izanigss 


The Ppiſtle Dedicatory, 


nv fearcan invitation thereunto. And when 
bS - I received intimation that ir would be ex. 
pected from me, I yet fully relolved'ts 
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The Fpiſlle Dedicatwy. 
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The Ppiſtle Dedicatory, 


fearean invitation thereunto. And when 
I received intimation that it would be ex. 
pected from me, Iyer fully reſolved to 
reſiſt the urmoſt violence of importuni. 
ty; and I had doneſo (although as it is 
ſaid of Eliſha, 2.Xings 2.17. I was urgedtill 
I was aſhamed) bur that it was objected 
to me, That this my deniall-was unſutable 
tro my Sermon: for the ſcope of that was 
ro'Gquicken unto the love and praiſe 0 
Thankecſgiving; in the preſling of which, 
if I were ſerious & 1n earneſt, how could 
I with-hold that which you deſired onely 
asa teſtimony and help of your thankful. 
neſle; If thankſgiving vvere ſo excellent 
.and divine a duty, vvhy vyould [ not (ha 
ving a Call from ſuch as I acknovvledgec 
godly and judicious) further it by my per 
as vvell as tongue? This argument | con 

feſle won upon me,and hath drawn fro 
me more then a conforniity to your dc 
{ires ; for that vvhich vvas bur a Sermon, | 
haveenlarged into a Treatiſe. If God ſhal 
honour and bleſſe it ſo far as to makeitin 
ſtrumentall in ſtirring you up unto a » 
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The Fpiſile Dedicatovy, 
lous and (incere practiſe of this glorious 
and heavenly duty of thankſgiving, I have 
my cad. But now if it ſhould meet wich 
acontrary iſſue, if you ſhould be urmoved 
thereby,and notvvithſtanding ir, reniaine 
unthankfull.,, or elſe cold and remiſle in 
your thankes,the gricfe vvill bee mine, buc 
thedanger yours. For this ſmall TraQate 
yvill bee one vvitneſſe and aggravation of 
your unthankfulneſle, Þobz 12.48. And be- 
fides; ſuch an entertainmenr of it, vvill bee 
yery unagreeable ro the argument by 
which you perſwaded me; nay, it will ar- 
ovethar your obſtinate carneſtneſle for the 
publication hereof, proceeded rather from 
curioſity and vainglory,then from a religi- 
gious deſire ro be quickned unto, and alli. 
[ted in your praiſes. Butro ule the exprel- 
ſion of the Apoſtle, Heb.6.9, Iam perſwaded 
better things of you,and things thataccompany 
laluation , that-are an{werable to ſucha 
aluation as this of yours. In confidence 


chand prayer forwhich, Ireſt, 


Yours to ſerve you inthe 
things of Chriſt, 
Hunan Izanigs: 


Gentle Reader! deſire thet to amend with thy pry 


theſe groſſeſt eſcapes of the Printer : for they ave ſuch 
as ſpoyle the ſenſe, As for others, 1 leave to thine own 
' correction, 


PAg9-line 7, for univerſall read unufſuall. line laſt, blot out the ſecogd 

it. marg.for Morteni r . Moytoni. p.11.marg. for Pala r, Rada, p. 12, 

1.7. blot out 4s. p. x 3.marg. for das r.lauds. tor dave r. landare, tor leſ 

r. deſuuis,p.16, | 3. blot out ard. p.22,1.7. for ordering r. bordering.l.8, 

g. for cognitionem r. cognationem. p. 24. Marg. for 479741 I. 79M. 

Tas.p. 26.1, 29, for 87. r. 37.p.27.17.for Phil.z. 2g.r, Phil, 1,19, 

p. 29.1.8. for intentionr. intenfion. p.3 1-1. 2.tor he r. ſhz, 1,lalt, for payer, 

paſt. p.3 5.l.29.adde Aﬀs 20.35. p. 38.1.9. forpeaceleſſe r. peerleſſe, p, 

- 41.1.7. for undeniable r. undeniably. p.42+ 1. 3 2. for operation r. oppsſution, 
p.43-1.20. for ignorance r.7gnord't. 1. 2. for forg-tfulneſſe r. forgetſull 

p.44-.12.formany r. in any. p.43 1.29. for mallet r. mulis. p. 54.1. 18, 

adde of after the firſt love,and blot out the ſecond /ove. p. 56.1.1, for lou 

r. law. p.65.1 8. for diſpoſe r. diſpoſſeſſe-p+7 3-29. for inco2tionr. inchi- 
ation. P.74-l. 24. for n0t r. our. IS&L 39, tor ntenſrue r.extenſtue.p.7 &% 
1.4. for defire r. deterre, as alſo another,p. 7 5.1.3. for more r, maſt. 


Tonn DowNnaMe 
Decemb. 45 1648. 


PsALM, 92. I. 


[ is *a good thing to givethanks unto 
the Lord, andto ling Praiies unto thy 
Name, 0 moſt High. 


The words are ſoe full, and intire in themſelves, as that 

' weemay looke upon them abſolutely, ſetting aſide their 
Coherence with the following. And they are ſo plaine as 
that they need not either Analiſis or Explication : 
Therefore without farther prefaceiag, I ſhall preſently 
betake my ſelfe unto the Proofe of that Pomt, which 
s the Theame*of the whole verſe , the excellency of 
Praiſe or T hanksgivinge 


Gratitude is a noble grace, Thanksgiving or Praiſe an excellent Duty. 


212225 Ou have it elſewhere affirmed, as P/al, 
© 54. 6, and P/al. 147. 1. It is good to*pgy arts 
£2 ſing prayſcs unto our God, and Praiſe is q: d. a g00d Ti, 
> ©: comely, The word tranſlated comcly de- 39d amiable oY 
als (1/2 noteth ( as Aynſworth obſerverh on &**<* 
Fremmin# Pal. 33. v. 1. } ataie and comely grace, Tm 
dt whicha thing is co be liked, or defired, The Apoltle | DN 
B expteſlerh 5 


to Which yet thereby there can be no more reall acce 


(z) 


exprefſeth the word in Greek by 924i & Row. 10.1 5.faire 
or beautifull. In Exod. 30. 3. The Altar of Incenſe was to 
be overlayd with pure gold , and co have a Crown of gold 
round about ir. Which ( it we may allegorically apply ) 
intimareth untous, that the ſpirituall Incenſe of prayers 
and prayſes is rich 8 pretious a golden and a toyallthing, 
Mans tongue is his Glory, as plainely appeareth by com- 
pariſon of Pal. 16.9. with A. 2, 26. for my glory 
{hall rejoyce Pſal.16, 9. is rendred by Pexey in quoration 
pf the place,my tongue was glad. Now how is the tongue 
the glory of man, buras it is an inſtrument imployed in 
the glonitying of God wherin ſtands mans highelſtpraiſe and 
glory, Meere ſpeech is the glory of all men - a the 
duinbe and unreaſonable creatures ; eloquene ſpeech is 
the glory of the learned, above the ignorant: bur Graci 
ous ſpeech, the ſpeech of prayer, and praiſe, is the glory of 
a David, of a Chriſtian, above all meere nacurall men, 


The point may fully and clearely be evidenced, from 


the Titles, Subjet, ObzcR, Ditticulty, Comprehenſive- 
neſſe, Cauſes of praiſe or thanksgving, from the accepti- 
blenefle thereof unto God, from an application of che {c- 
verall forts or kinds of goodnefle thereunto, from a Com- 
pariſon of it with other graces and dutics. ; 
Firſt from- the ſynonomous Titles , or appellations 
of it which are very highand honourable. Ir is an bonoi- 


ring, bleſſing, magnifying, glorifying, and exalting, i 

excolling of the intinicely-bleſſed, great and glorious God, 
not by way of efficacy; for ſo his glorious name. is exalti 
above all bleifing and praiſe. Nehem. 9. 5. His ga 
ercatnefſe and bleſſednefle are infinite, and therefore Us 
capable of either addition or dimunicion ; bur by Wa 
Tctimony , declaration and acknowledgement, It 61 
powring forthof the name of God as oyntment, Camtl 
3.2 ſpreading and diſplaying, a fcrting forth of all che go 
ries, pertections and excellencies which are 1n God; W- 


[ 


ONUL- 


(3) 


then there is unto the brightneſle of the Sun by refieCtion 
o&f its beames, froma wallor glafle, 

Secondly , from the Subject of it, whichin Paradiſe 
was Adam in his eſtate of innocency, in Heaven is the 
manhood of Chriſt, the glorious Angcls, and the fpitits of 
jult men-made perfect, in Earth the Servants and Saints of 
God, all thoſe that ſeek and feare him, P/al. 22. 26. ſal. 
113. 1, Pſal. 135.20. Pſal. 145.10. Allchoie thatarcof 
the Fountaine of Iirael, Pal 68, 26. that is who are chil- 
dren of the Promiſe,borne after the ſpirit, like Nathanael, 


true Iſraclites indeed, Jews inwardly whole praiſe is not 


o men but of God. Rom.z. 29. By Adams fall man 
came ſhort of the glory of God, Rem. 3. 23. all his facul- 
ties were miſerably out of- tune fo that he was utterly 
unable co yeceld forth the ſweet muſicke of thankes, 


Bur chough the firſt inftrument that God made for this, 


Was crackt; yet God would not have this great and glo- 
nous worke to die upon the earth ; bur, that {till there 


- might bea people ſet apart for his prayſe, he purchaſed, 


tis church by the unvaluable blood of his ſonne. Iſa. 43+ 
7. Every one that is called by my name, I have creaced 
tor my glory, I have formed him, yea, I have made him, 
verſ. 21, This people have I formed for my ſclfe they 
(hall ſhew forth my praiſe. The latter words expound 
the former. To be formed for Gods ſclfe, is to be formed 
tor toſhew forth his praiſe, The Church was made, for- 
med, created for Gods glory to ſhew forth his praiſe. 
For this worke the Church is exalted by many unſpeake- 
adle priviledges above the reſt of mankinde, 1 Pee. 2. 9. 
yee area choſen generation, a royall preiſthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar or purchaſed people that you ſhould 
lhew forth the prayſcs of him, who hath called you &c. 
Now furely that muſt needs be the peculiar priviledge of 
the Church, which is aproper end of her being, and of all 
thoſe dignities, which God hath conferred upon her, 


But now ( that there may be no miſtake ) we muſt . 


B 2 dittinzuſh 


Rivet in Loe, 


(4) 
diſtingniſh betwixt an Obligation unto, and an Accept, 
ble performance of the duty. The Obligation lies upon 
all : becauſe, firlt, the Command is generall, and exempry 
none, P/al. 150. 6. Let every thing that hath breath 
praiſe the Lord. S«condly, Gods mercy is univerſal, arg 
reacheth unto all. P/a/. 145. 9. But now if We ſpak of 
adue and acceptable Performance of the duty, Praiſe, 
che Pſalmiſt ſayth, waxeth tor God in Sion. P/al. 65,1 
which words may be expounded by thoſe of Paul, Fpje, 
3. 21, unto him beglory in the Church, Gratitude jsz. 
grace ſeated in, and Thanksgiving a duty performableby 
onely the true and genuine 1embers of the Church miſt 
call, che body and tulnefte of Chrilt, Ephe. 1, 23. and this 
appropriation. of the duty unto the Church might be ſig. 
n:fied by the very Name that was. given unto that tribe, 
which was in an eſpeciall manner a type of the Church, 
Tt was called Judah thatis, Praiſe.. However thenallme 
are obliged unto tte duty by the generallity of Gods. 
both command and mercy, yet hey ancly Who are true- 
ly Charch membersand.io members of Chriſt are enablel. 
for and accept: d.in performance of theduty. 

Firſt they. onely are enabled and gifted for the duty, 
they .onely have the gift and: grace of thankfulveſle, their 
hearts alone areſct in a right tune by God, and ſoe none 
bur they can make this muſick, All others are out of 
Chriſt, and without him, ſevered from him, we can doe 
nothing ſaith our Saviour, Fob, 15, 5. in this or any 0- 

Traf, in Toan. ther duty, Leaſt any ſiith Auſtin by occaſion of thoſe 

ds Verbi 4. foregoing words in the fame verſe, He that abideth in 

poſt. Serm, x. MEE, and | in bim, bringeth forth much truir, wight con- 
jcure that the branch which did not abide in Chrilt \ 
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might bring forch of it ſ{elfe, ſome, though bur a littk. l 
fruic; Chritt doth not fay without me yee can doe but G 
a lictle or a ſmall matter, or without mee if yee doe any ( 


out mce ye can doe nothing at all. A ſpirituall knoW- 


thing it Will be witha great deale of difficulty : but With- X 
ledge | 
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(5) 


ledge of God and his mercy is as you ſhall here annon a 
roote of Thanksgiving. The unregenerate then cannor 
but bee unable for it who have their underſtandings dark- 


ned: Ephe, 4. 18, Now as Door Fezld notes out of 


the booke called Deffruftorium Vitiorum, though a man 
may know in the darke the length, breadthand orher di- 
menſions of a thing ; but not whether it be faire, or 
toule, white, or black : ſo however wicked men in that 
dark condition , and obſcuricy of diſcerning into which 
ſm chrowes them, may finde out that there is a God, and 
that hee is the beginning, and caule of all things, yet they 


\__ 
Feild of the 
church. þ. 25 4+ 


annot know how faire, how good, how mercifull, and 


how glorious hee is, that ſo they may love him &c. praiſc, 
ad tranke him,unl(le they have an illumination of grace, 
To. propound Gods glory as the higheſt end is required 
1 all true thanksgiving, and therefore unregenerate men, 
have no abilicy for the worke , becauſe their hearts are 
utterly voyd of that, w hich is the originall of ſucha pro- 
polall,that love ot Goa, which theSchoolemen calalove of 
keindſhip, whereby God is loved for himſelfe, for that 
adlolute goodneffe which he hath in himſclfe. The highelt 
kind -of love chat they can reach unto is a Love of Con- 


- Upiſence whereby they defire to make uſe of God to 


krve their owne turnes. Their love of God is buta 
Circular love thar begins and ends in themſclves, in their 


oWne commodity and benefit. Reall-and ſincere thank= ' 


ulncffe cals for the ſoule, the tongue and the life. And 
better ſoules, tongnes, nor hves of the unregenerate 
M deare apart in this duty, Not their ſoules, ſeeing e-- 
Ky unazination of the thoughts of their hearts ( the He- 
brew word "W' figniftieth nor onely imaginations bur 
Uo the purpoſes and dcfires-) are onely evill continually: 
Gen, 6. 5. not ſecondly ther tongues Mat; 12.54. O' 
Guneraton of Vipers how can yce being evill ſpeake 
99d thin2s. Not their lives, A corrupt tree cannot bring 
«borth g0cd truit Adair; 7.18, 

B 3 | Secondly, 


Tunins 
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(6) 


Secondly, as the Saints onely have gifts and abilities for 
the duty, ſo they alone finde accepration 1n it. Togiye 
thanks fayth P a#1, is the will of God in Chrilt Jeſus con. 
cerning you. 1 Theſſa. 5. 18. thatisas Zanchy expoun. 
deth the words. Towards you who are in Chriſt Jeſs 
from ſuch onely tis the acccptable will of God, thatis 
by a Metonymy, an Objet which will pleaſe and de- 
light his will. In Peace offerings the ſacrifices ,were to 
be eaten, as,pure. Levit. 7.15. ſo Pwra a Puri, both 
the ſacrifices, and the facrificers were to befrec from any 


legall or ceremonaall uncleanncile, or pollution, verſ.19, 


20, 21. To teach, That as the expreſſions of thankfulneſk, 
ſo the perſons of the thanktull were to be holy. It he that 
did eateof the fleſh of the Peace-offerinzs were Levit 
cally uncleane, he was to becut off : Thereby intimate- 
0g the unacceprableneſſe of our thanksgivngs it tendrel 
by one morally uncleane ; whoſe uncleannes is unmer- 
tified , who indulgeth himſeltc in the love, and praftic 
of his lults, and corruptions. Amos 5. 23, 23. Even 
ſuch «a man is achild of wrath, Ephe, 2. 2. anob jt 
Gods vindicative wrath, a wrath of maledi&ion and if 
his Perſon be hated and accurſed by God, how can hi 
prayſes be accepted with god 2 Hee is acorrupt tree and 
therefore all his chanks are corrupt, rotten and ſtinkingin 
the noſtrils of God. Hee is in the fleſh and in an eſtate of 
infdellity z now they that are in the fleſh cannot pletl 
God, Rom. 8. 8, without faith tis impoſſible to pleak 
him. Heb. 11. 6+ All his facrifices, his ſacrifices ofpraile; 
all his prayers, his prayers of thanksgiving, as well 5Pt- 
tition are anabomination unto the Lord.Prov.15, 8.40 
28, 9. Hee will ſpread the dung of them upon his fact 
Mal.2,3.Hewil regard them no more,then thecutting f 
a Doges neck, then the offering of Swines blood, then'ti 
blcing of an Idoll, 7/a. 66. 3. The Apoltle in Heb. 6 


x, termes all- workes that goe before repentance, ad 


converſion, Dead workes : becauſe they proccede y ; | 


(4 
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dead principle, from a nature dead in (ins, and treſpaſſes z 
hecauſe they make liable co death, chey deſerve death. 
Now toargue from the generall to the particular, it tol- 
loweth therefpre ; that the prayſes, and thanks of unrege- 
nerate men, Which goe before their repentance, and con- 
verſion , are but a dead worke, onely the carkiſe, and 
tormeof praiſe and A , as comeing from dead 
hearts, and affetions and being {ſo farre from finding ta- 
your, and acceptance with God,as that the wages of them 
is death. Although then they bee very forward , and 
ſcemingly zealous in their prayſcs and thanks, though they 
bevery claborate, and make great flouriſhes in cheir cele- 
brations of God mercics : yet, to uſe the {1militude of 
Chryſoſtome applyed by him to the workes of the wicked 
in 2enerall, All chis is but like the Reliques of the dead 
wrapt up fairely, Wee ourſelves reckon it no credit but: 
adiſgrace rather,to be praiſed by baſeand unworthy men. 
Payl was greived with the prayſes that the damſcll poſ- 
ſeſſed with the Spirit of divination gave him and S;/as. A 
16:16, 17.18,, And will God then; thinke you, bee 
well pleaſed with thoſe prayers that come from impure, & 
mouths, and unſanQified hearts ? or will he not rather 
account them diſprayſcs 2 a ſtaine, and a blemiſh unto his 
glory ? when. the ſpirit of an uncleane Devill uttered the = 
glorious praiſe of Chriſt Proclaiming him wich a loud 
wice to be the holy one of God, Chriit rebuked him, and 
commanded him to hold his peace. Luk, 4+ 33, 34 35». 
Inlike manner, thongh not in ſo high a degree, he deeply | 
dtalterh' and d1frcliſheth all prayles, and thanks which. | 
come from thoſe that are of the Devill, 1 70k.3. 8. chil- 
dren, limbes of the Devill. A#. 13. 10. who commir 
lnne make a trade of ſinning, obey finne in theluſts cthere- 
of. For their molt glorious prayſes are fo farre from ex- 
atation of Gods moſt holy Name, as that they area pro- 
lanation and pollution thereof. 

Thirdly, Ina third place. The exccller.Ccy of the duty 
may 


($) 
may be gathered from the excellency of its obje&, and 
that in the text is the name of God. Ir isa good thing z9 
ting prayſes unto thy Name, Now the name of God is 
orcat, terrible, and holy. P/al. 99- 3. glorious. 1 Chre, 
29. 13, Exalted above all blefling and prayſe, Nehem. g, 
5. Excellent above the Earth and heaven. P/al. 8. 1, 
P/al. 148. 13. But to ſpeake diltinftly Gods mercies, 
and benefits, are the 6bj<& of thaoksgiving, his excellen. 
cics , and perfcRions of prayſe. So then thanksgiving 
lookes upon that which is moſt amiable, {weet, .and 
lovely in Gods attributes, and workes , his tender mer- 
CicS thatare over all his workes, P/al., 145. 9. that are 
as great as the heaven is highabove the earth. P/al. 130, 
.I1. And that which reſpe&ts ſo {weet an objedt cannot 
poſſibly be unlovely. Praiſe regards what is molt admi- 
rable in Gods nature, and workes, his divine cxcellen- 
cies, and perteQions P/al. 107. 8. Pſal. 145: 5 6. And 
in reference unto this isit that God is ſaid to be fearfull 
in prayſcs doing wonders. Exod. 15. 11. Rivet upon 
the place think: s chat prayſes may be taken metonymically 
for the matter of ptayſcs , thoſe works of God for which 
he is to be prayſed, and then the ſenſe is ; Thole works 
of thine fer which thou art to be prayſed are fearetul, 
terrible, and wonderfull, The latter words doing wet 
ders, explaine the former , Fearefull in pray ſes. Godis 

therefore feareſull in prayſes :; becauſc he doth wonders, 
Regard is had unto that great, and dreadfull execution df 
judgement upon the Zgypriarsin the foregoing chapters 

* Kai 73 xa- But the expreſſion upon good ground is applyable unto 

wm 59 allthe marvellous workes of God. low vas whit re- 

<p67%& ſped fo glorious anobjeh, cannot poſſibly be inglott- 

T m—_ -"y that cannot bur bean admirable duty which is whol 

wy $corles ly taken up with thoſe workes of God, that deſerve 

« 14h 6a padi- dread and wonder, 

ws aabely. A= Fourritly, * difficulty is an argument of excellency and 


690d Mag how vithculc the duty is may be colieted from that N- 
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rrogation of the Pſalmiſt. P/a/. 106, 2, Who canut- 
ter the mighry a&s of the Lord who can ſhew forth all 
his praiſes ? which may be reſolved either inco a Negation 
or Reſtrition, Few or nonecan utter the mighty acts 


of the Lord, can fhew forth all his praiſe ; few-can doe * Reynolds 
it in an acceptable manner, and none can dog it in aperfet on Hoſea. 
manner, * And indeed it is not un{Heſfll in Scripture 4 <ſ*«£0 


for ſuch kind of Interrogations to amount untocither a 
tion or at leaſt an expreſſion of the rareneſſe and dith- 
ry of the thing ſpoken of. 1 Coy. 2. 26. Pſal. go. 11. 


requitall for them. And how impoſſible a thing ir is, 


fully to recount mercies you may ſee P/al. 40. 5 Many, - 


| Olord, are thy wonderfull workes which thou haſt done, 
and thy thoughts which arc tous ward, they cannot bee 
reckoned up in order unto thee : If I could declare and 
ſpeake of them they are more then can be numbred. 
Bur the difficulty of the duty , may yer farther bee 
, prooved from che fifth proofe of its excellency, the Com- 
benſivenefle of it, It is a very wide and' comprehen- 
reduty whether wee regard its Elicite or Imperate ats: 
Is Elicite a&ts, thoſe which immediately low from the 
, Mace or virtue of thanksgiving, viz. Obſervation, Con- 
&kflion, Remembrance, Valuation , Retribution, ace 
things of a very large extent that take up the whole hearr, 
Plal. 9. 1. Pſal. 138, 1 Nay the whole man, all his 
parts and all his powers. But its Imperate as, thoſe 
Which are performed by its command, and more remote 
inivence comprehend the whole compaſſe of obedience 
U workes of Religion concerning God, of charity and, 


Jatice rowards both, our brethren, and our ſelves. * * iter, 
Pace-offcrings were never offered alone but alwayes Tuniue. 


ryned with other ſacrifices. 7#dg. 20, 26, and 21. 4., 
I Chron. 21, 26. Thereby ſhewing that thanksgiving 
i it goenot to the conſtitution of, it hath yeta neceſſary 

C connexion 


* Vid. Mortgu 
l Eg Antidot.contrx 
[4.53.1 Without a full confeſſion of mercies it is not Ariza. 19. c. 


poſſible co make either a due valuation of them, or a jult ſeF. 4. 


x 


connexion with and-refation unto all our ritual lacrfh;. 
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ces, all our duties. . Auſtine makes the Whole duty of wm 
Ta to ſtard in this, Ut aninma non fit 6377 ata At o , that the 


X foule bee nor unthankfull toGod, UrSnm gives his thi 


book of the Budy of Divinity the title of Gtarirude which 
yet treatcs concerrung converſion , good Workes, thelww 
of God, prayer &c, Hee thought it feetes tha 4 


4 Comprehended all theſe. I hetitle of the booke 


"F of 


is it the Origirall' 4 5) "Eb the bookef 


and: yet it compriſeth all ſubjects belonging toDjji. 
hity. No point of Dodrine almoſt but is handled; nod 


ty but is preſſed therein. The whole Body of Divinity 
belongs .to the ptaiſe of God. What is there. Sprentuine 


rherein, but ſecs forth ſorhe macter or argutnent of priſe 
* Hujmvirtu-, What is there Praticall therein bur is an expreſſion, tl 


3 materie 1am Ftuit of the prayſe of God. Even *:Sexeta tels ts, that the 


latepatet quam 
Vita.de Bene f 


l.4.c.19. T 


mater of this virtue isas broad as our lives. There's litth 
difference betwixt the prayſcing, and gtorifymg bf God, 
and glorificationof Gbd comptehends in general, Fradi- 
fication, or obedience. ob. 15. 8. Herein is my Firke 


geetfed. het yee beare much fruit, Phil 1. 11," The 


uites of righreoufneſſe are by Jeſus Chriſt nntothe prite 
and glory of God, More particularly, Confeffion e 
finne. ob. 7.19, My ſonne giveglory ro the Lord Gol 
of Iſracl ahd thake confeffion unto him. Repentante; 
Rev. 16. 9. They tepenced not togive ogg Faith 
Rom.4.20.He ſtaggered not at the promite Oy 
undeleife : but was ſtrong iÞ faith giving glory to 
Mattytdome. Jehn 21. 19, Signifying by what deathlc 
ſhould glotifie God, The Apoſtle having exhorted 
give thanks in every thing 1 Theſ: 5. 18, bad it wi 
this motive, For this is the will of God &c. which(wy 
may wee not interpret thus) This is the fume of + 
bridgment of Gods revealed will. 
Sixthly, The exccllency of thanksgiving may be if 


[ Tade 
Pralmes. 
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ferred from the worth of its Cauſes, I ſhall inſtance vs 
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Cn) 
ive, Faith in, and Love of God, ſpiritual, both Know 
ledge of, dj oy in God, and his mercies, Hambleneſle, 
nga mind, or ——_—_— ay _ 
t ous graces doc ptoduce t ving, 
wy derefore annr -= derive unto it ſomewhat of 
Re Fateh a cauſe of thankfulneſſe, Pſa. 106, 
12, Then beleeved they his word, they fang his praiſe, 
Their finging of his praiſe was an eff:& of beleife of his 
word. The Plamilt hath regard, as appeares plainly by 
the coherence unto Exod. 14. 31. and I5. 1, When 
Ind G@w that great worke which the Lord did upon the 
Egyptians, and beleeved the Lord &c. Then ſang Mfo- 
ſr and the children of Iſrael this ſong unto the Lord, 
Fud Faich unites with God and Chriſt, and a foul that is 
ane With God and Chriſt, apprehcnds it ſelfe interefſed 
in their honour, and glory : the advancement of which, 
| anfvearably defirech and indeavoureth. Secondly, 
Fuch is a ſelf-denying grace, it carrieth a man out of him. 
{fe unto God and Chriſt, and therefore carricch away 
al honour , and glory from a mans (clfe unto God , and 
Chriſt, Now faith hach by Peter the Epithice of Pretions, 
aprelly given unto it. 2 Per. 1.1, And pretious it win 
ard of its objeRt Chriſt, his pretious truths and pro- 
muſes; In regard of its efie&ts or offices. For it unites 
with God, and Chriſt, Juſtificch our perſons before God, 
Parifyech our hearts, worke.h by love, that is, it is a 
meanes of che increaſe and exerciſe of Love, and all o- 
ter prafticall graces ; it (tirreth chem unto, and forwards 
temin their operations, and is therefore called the Root 


 eQueene, the Emprefle of all other "IR NT ON PAY 
| Secondly, A ſecond cauſe of thanktulneſfe is Love of AC yr F 


God. The Schoole-men diſtinguiſh of a twofold love ar: 4; 


ene of Frendſhip , another of Concapiſcence according Sc0t-1. 2. d:6. 


toboth * Aquinas, and * Scots, A Love of freiadihip ; x4bas 


regards the obje& unto which wee with or defiregood vent. pada. 


C 3 


4 


\ 
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(12) 
*,4:, >4z, A Love of concupiſcence reſpets the good which wes 


g: 23 art. 1. qwiſh, or deſire unto the ObzeR loved withthe love of 
freind{lip : and * thus, to-uſe the inſtances of Aquiay, 


* Faber 4A Wee love Wine, are Horſe, or any thing elſe, by which 
q.2.4, 32, w e our (elves, or any other thing we love with the tove 


ef irel 1{hip.ny be advinta zcd,or delighteds Nowit is 
* Amo concu- @8 i-npoſſible that the love of God which is but of :oncy. 
piſcentie dici= piſcence ſhonld produce thankfulneſſe. For, firſt, * tha 
eur inclinatio ig alove of athing propter alind, and in ordine ad aliy] 
r ſomething ele. in order, or in ſubordination unto lome 

p eng. ng other thing. Now, that which goes about to make God 
terminum , ſed any Way ſubordinate is ſo farre, from working his priſe 

ut relatum ad as that it is an atcempt to un-God him, to rob-him of 
drerum vet ut that honour, and glory which is eſſentiall to him. Second. 
ras gm wi ly, true thanks, and prayſcs. are terminated in God, 
cat, Tom. 2, NOW. 4. 2s * Gregory. de- Valentsa obſerveth, the loved 
diſt. 3.4.2. Coneupiſcence is not terminated in the goodneſſeof: its 
punt. 1, objeR, but referred farcher unto-an application thereok 
unto the obje&tloved with the love of freindſhip, *our 

* Aquin.2*. love of Wine and horſe ſtayes notin the goodnefle of 
2*.-4-33* Wine, or herſc,bur reſpe&ts the uſe thereot by our ſelves 
apt 1, v- "x | 
or freinds. We wiſh our Wine, our Horſe good, burtis, 

in.reference to.our ſelves, or our freinds that weor they 

may have the uſe, ſ{rrvice, or benefit of this their good- 

neſfſe. That loue of God then which is butof concupi- 

ſcence. is terminated not in God, but in our ſelves, inthat 

advantage which we deſire to reape by ,- in that uft 

which we deſire ro make of him. This love then ismore 

deſirous, and: ſtudious of our owne good , then Gods 

glory, .and therefore cannot beget thankfulneſſe, which 


prihcipally minds: the exaltation of Gods-glory. But - 


now the very height of praiſe, & thanksgiving is anclt&t 


of:thatlove of God which is: called a love of freindſhi : 


for thatis a love of God principally for his owne ſake, and 
therefore. Iubjets unco, his glory whatſoever is finite, 
and: created.. This love makes God ſubordinate __ 
[ 
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ting, and an acknowledgment of the w9/abordinatencſſe 
of God, is the greateſt glory that u poore creature can 
give him, This love of treindſhip, as Aquinas oblerveth: 
out of Arftorle, isa love of Bene volence, whereby wee 
wiſh, or deſire good unto the objet loved, Hee then 
that loves God with the love of treindſhip, loves him 
with a love of Benevolence, and to love God with a love 
of Benevolence is co wilh, and defire all poſſible good 
unto him. Now our goodnefle, fayrh the Plalmeſt, ex- 
trodethnot unto him P/al. 16. 2, viz. othcrwiſe then 
by way of praiſe, declaration, glory and- acknowledge- 
ment. The love of God then that is of benevolence enclin- 
th to, defire, and endeavour the bringing of all poſſible 
praiſe, honour, and glory. unto him The Apoſtle ſpeaking 
of thislove, ſayth that it ſeckes not her owne. 1' Cor. 13.5. 
that is principally. Iffthen we love God with this kind 
of love, we will not ſeeke our owne,. we will more zeal-- 


ter is wholly ſpent in the elogies , and commendations” 
thereof, 


Thirdly, A third caufe of thankfulneſſe is a ſpiriwall, - 


and experimentall knowledge of God, and his workes of 
mercy, and deliverance A thankfull man muſt praiſe 


God for them, and therefore he muſt be acquainred with: 


them, He muſt diftinly, and lively blazon out the ſpe- 


calties of them,-and therefore hee cannot bee ignorant of. 
them. David was ſenſible that hee could neither have a: 


C 3 thankfull 
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'thankfull heart, nor thankfull lipps without knowledge 
not a thankfull heart. Pſal. I19.7. I wil praiſe thee With 
uprightneſte of heart , when I (hall have learned thy 


* Pſa.68;y, righteous judgements : not thankfull lipps P/al. 119, 


24. 26. com- 171. my lipps (hall utter praiſe when thou haſt taught me 
pared, thy (tatures. * An open mouth to praiſe God for bene. 
fits preſuppoſethever as its cauſe an open eve , an enlight- 
ned underſtanding to behold rhe vame of God wrinen 


upon it, as a token of his love, Now knowledge ie a 


pretious grace, that wonderfully beautifyerh, and inricheth 
the mind of man, and therefore compared by Solomes to 


ſilver, and hid creaſure, Prev. 2 4. 


Fovrthly, A Fourth cauſe of praiſe and thanksgiving 
1s ſpirituall Joy that commeth cheifly from a fight, and 


ſenſeor reliſhing of Ggds love, and goodneffe in mercies, 

This will be evident, if you will compare my text with 

the 4 verſe of thePſalm;for then you ſhall ſce that the Plal- 

miſt there ſetteth downe the ground, or reaſon why hee 

thought giving of thanks, ſinging of praiſe ſo good,and ex. 

.cellent a thing. For thou Lord haft.caade me glad through 

thy work. v. 4. viz.ofmercy, and deliverance. A rejcy- 

cing oftheheart by Gods workes of mercy begetsaſollid, 

and ſerious apprehenſion of the goodnes and cxcel- 

lency of praiſe and thanksgivings and ſuch an apprehenſion 

will quicken unto a chear: full performance of it. Andin- 

deed it is impoſſible, bur that praiſe, and thanks ſhould be 

+7, 4... hee of ſpuriruall joy in mercies. How cana man bee 
2 ani, unthankfyll for mercies , which witnefſe and ſeale up 
BEA is he Gods ſpeciall love, and favour, andſo produce glorious 
diamond. Joy and unſpeakable comfort ? A man truly and ſpiritually 
the ſparkle of joyfull is ſatisfied with the love of God ſhed abrou 
the diamond. thrgygh his heart, as With marrow, and fatnefſe &c, And 
A? ” - | howcan ſuch. anone, but be excited unto thankfulveſſe1 
_ * 7" Pal. 63. 5. My foule ith the Pſalmilt ſhall be ſatisfied 
25 With marrow, andfatneſſe, and then my mouth hal 

prayſe thee with joyful lipps. * Now the _ 5 
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(is) 
joy is ſer forth P/al. 97. 11. Light is ſowne for the righte-- 
ous, and Joy for the upright in heart, The latter part of 


the words expound the former, and (hew that by the 
Light ſowne tor the righteous, is meant Joy. And indeed 


tis uſuall jn Scripture tor light to be put for joy, Heſt. B; 


16; [/ai, 50. 10 Now lizhtis of all ſenſable qualitics che 
brighecſt, and moit {lorious. 

aſtly, Hambleneſic, Mcekneſſe of mind, Brokenneffe 
of heart is 4 cauſe of thankfulneſe, An humble, contrite 
and penitcnt ſoul-, will debaſe it ſelfe, lay it (clfe low 
before God, it will diſclaime all deſert of che meaneſt 


mercics. And that's the way to value mercies to exalt, - 


and extoll God aright : ſuch a ſoule will challenge to it 


{lte nothing bur ſianc, and i npotency ; . and therefore it 


will not dare to finger any part of che glory, honour , and 
praiſe which is due unto God, Now for the excellency 


of rhis humility, meekneſſ, and brokenneſle of heart , I- 


(hall allcadge bat theſe few following places of Scripture. 


Pſal, 51. 17. The ſacritices of God are a broken ſpirit, - 


and a contrite heatt, © God, thoa wile not deſpiſe, The 
Plalmiſt, alludes ( thinks fome } unto ſpices which are 
moſt fragrant when pounded, and bruiſed ; ſo are our 


hats moſt pleaſing tro God when broken with ſpirituall 


forrow. For in the latter pare of the verſe a contrite , and 


- broken heart thou wilt not deſpiſe, there is a pijwors or - 


Liptores. lefſe is faid, and more underſtood. So that the 
meaning i, A broken and contrite heart thou wilt high- 


ly valuc, and prize, and fo much may be gathered , for 


that ' it is called not onely the dGacrifice of God in the 


fingular number,bac the {acrifices of God in the plurall, to - 
denote that it was inſteede of all Leviticall, or ceremoniall - 


lactifices, mentioned in the foregoing verſe,more accepta- 


ble-unto God chenall of them, 7/as. 57:25. Thus fayth | 
the high and lofty one that inhabiteth eterniry , who. 

name is holy, I dwell in the gh, and holy place, with : 
humble ſpirit, © powe 

the.- 


kim alfa that is of a concrite, 
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the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of « 
contrite ones. 1/as. 6b, 2. To this man will Ic 
that is ofa poore contrite (pirit, and not with a + 
——_ looke, but _ a loke of _ , and Re 
If youcompare the words with the foregoing 
heed the Abtitheſi hinted by the Particle Bur, _=_ » 
obvious roinfer, thar a poore and contrite ſpirit is Gi 
place -of reſt, his cemple, and ſanftuary. A meek ſpirir 
termed by Peter an Ornament of great price in thef 
of God, 1. Pet. 3 4. 5. 

The worthof prayſe, and thanksgiving may ſeventh 
be concluded from the acceprablenefie thereof to Gy 
To praiſe the name of God with a ſong, to magnikie hi 
with thanksgiviug ſhall pleaſe the Lord better , tay 
David, then an Oxe , or Bullock that hath hornes ,.an 
hocfes. P/al. 69.30, 31. An Oxe or»-Bullock that hy 
hornes, and hoofes is taken by a Synech dc he of th 
part for the whole for all ceremoniall ſacrifices and exterli 
nall rights under the old Teſtament whatſcever ; and 
from D avids preferring of praiſe, and thanksgiving ung 
them, wee may by way of Analogy, and Proportioninfe 
the pecular gratefulneſſe , and (ingular acceptablenelly 
thereof unto God above all that is poſitive, ceremonal 
or rituall in the worſhip of God under the new teſtament} 
as Baptiſme , the Lords Sappet , and diſcipline &c.” 4 
Bexa's annotations upon the 1 Thefſa. 5. 18, Inevay: 
ching give thanks, for this is the will of God in Jelus 
Chriſt &c, The will of God is paraphraſcd ; Res dev at». 
cepta, et qua inprimss deleftatur, athing acceptableuns" 
ro God, wherewith hce is eſpicially delighted. And that” 
it is ſuch, I ſhallcleare by theſe 5. tollowing reaſons. 

Firft , Becauſe God vouchſaf-th to account himſelf 
bleſſed , honoured, glorified , magnified , exalted &c. 
thereby. | 

Secondly, Becauſe in a peace-offeringa female was 
accepted , Zevir. 3. 1. which might be to ſignif, - 
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the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones. 1/as. 6b, 2. To this man will I looke 
that is of a poore contrite {pirit, and not with a bare 
Intuitive looke, but with a loke of Love , and Reſpe, 
If youcompare the words with the foregoing verſe, and 
heed the Antithefis hinted by the Particle, Bur, it will bee 
obvious toinfer, thar a poore and contrire ſpirit is Gods 
place -of reſt, his cemple, and ſanftuary. A meek ſpiritis 
termed by Pereran Ornament of great price in the ſight 
of God, 1. Pet. 3 4. 

The worthof prayſe, and thanksgiving may ſeventhly, 
be concluded from the acceprablenefie thereof to God, 
To praiſe the name of God with a ſong, to magnikie him 
with thanksgiviug ſhall pleaſe the Lord better , fyd 
David, then an Oxe , or Bullock that hath hornes ,, and {| 
hocfes. P/al. 69. 30,31. An Oxe or» Bullock that hath RK 
hornes, and hoofes is taken by a Synech dc he of the | 
part for the whole for all ceremoniall ſacrifices and exters 
nall rights under the old Teſtament whatſoever ; and | 
from D avids preferring of praiſe, and thanksgiving unts 
them, wee may by way of Analogy, and Proportioninfer 
the pecular | ning , and (ingular acceptableneſſe 
thereof unto God above all that is poſitive, ceremonall, 
or rituall in the worſhip of God under the new teſtament, 
as Baptiſme , the Lords Sappet , and diſcipline &c. In 
Bexa's annotations upon the 1 Thefſa. 5. 18, Inevery 
ching give thanks, for this is the will of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt &c, The will of God is paraphraſed ; Res dev ac- 
cepta, et qu4 inprims deleftatur, athing acceptableun- 
ro God, wherewith hce is eſpicially delighted. And that 
it is ſuch, I ſhallcleare by theſe 5. tollowing reaſons. 

Firſt , Becauſe God vouchſaf-th to account himſelke ? 
bleſſed , honoured, glorified , magnified , exalted &c. ? 
thereby. 

Secondly , Becauſe in a peace-offeringa female ws | 
accepted , Levit. 3. 1. which might beto ſignifi, - 
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tanks; eſpecially ſuch mercies as win us praiſe, and hon- 
wr With men, Of cvery ſuch mercy wee may ſay aS* « py Marcel 
Cicero did in the like caſe, 2 wantaeſt in dato beneficio \o. 
law, cums accepts tauta fir gloria What praiſe, and glory 
 $daeunto God for thegitt of mercics ſeeing upon our 
re xeceipt, and poſſeſſion of chem ,, ſuch praile dotha- 
A. ns, Our having of mercies renders us praiſe. 
"_ re doth gods giving of them-make his 
| * the Lord Jeſus,, a more 
we... 1{*. 20. 35. 
I oivcriary, 


pa 
ns Fa,. 


, praiſe, and cnn _ 
makes us debtors, bindes us 178 

much more the fulneſſe of mercies, his 0375509 

with benefirs P/al, 68. 19 his ſhowers of blefling Ea 

34-26. his giving to all men liberally, or largly.. Za. 1, 

5. His giving us richly all-chin2s toenjoy; 1 Tim. 6, 17: 

Elpecially, if you add' thereunto the conſideration of the 

treeneſſe of Gods mercies, whichare oftentimes beyond 

our hopes, and defires, without out prayers, and endea- 
yours, Without, nay again{t our deſerts. £#%. 6. 35. The 

igheſt is kind unto the unthankfull, and to the evill. 

Chit hathreceived gifts for the rebellious P/al. 68..18. 

compared with Epheſ.4.8, Now as he in the * Comedan, *T+en. Phoyn 
Ve nunc ſunt mores,adeo res redit þ quis quid reddit, mag- 4, 1.Sc-2.. 
a habenda eft gratia, as the manners oft men are in this 

Grrupt age the world is come to that pal , that great 

D 3, | thanks. 
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the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones. 1/as. 60, 2. To this man will I looke 
that is of a poore contrite (pirit, and not with a bare 
Intuitive looke, but with a loke of Love , and Reſpect, 
If youcompare the words with the foregoing verſt, and 
heed the Antitheſis hinted by the Particle, Bur, it will bee 
obvious toinfer, thar a poore and contrire ſpirit is Gods 
place -of reſt, his cemple, and ſanftuary. A meek ſpiritis 
termed by Pereran Ornament of great price in the ſight 
of God, 1. Pet. 3 4. 

The worthof prayſe, and thanksgiving may ſeventhly, 
be concluded from the acceptablenefie thereof to God, 
To praiſe the name of God with a ſong, to magnikie him 
with thanksgiviug ſhall pleaſe the Lord better , fGyd 
David , then an Oxe , or Bullock that hath hornes , and 
hoctes. P/al. 69.30, 31. An Oxe or» Bullock that hath 
hornes, and hoofes is taken by a Synech dc he of the 
part for the whole for all ceremoniall ſacrifices and exter- 
nall rights under the old Teſtament whatſoever ; and 
from D avid: preferring of praiſe, and thanksgiving unts 
them, wee may by way of Analogy, and Proportion infer 
the pecular nets , and ſingular acceptableneſſe 
thereof unto God above all that is poſitive, ceremonall, 
or rituall in the worſhip of God under the new teſtament, 
as Baptiſme , the Lords Sappet , and diſcipline &c. In 
Bexa's annotations upon. the 1 Thefſa. 5. 18, Inevery 
ching give thanks, for this is the will of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt &c, The will of God is paraphraſed ; Res dev ac- 
cepta, et qua inprimss deleftatar, athing acceptableun- 
ro God, wherewith hce is eſpicially delighted. And that 
it is ſuch, I ſhallcleare by theſe 5. tollowing reaſons. 

Firſt , Becauſe God vouchſaf-th to account himſelk 3 
bleſſed , honoured, glorified , magnified , exalted &c. 1! 
thereby. | 


Secondly , Becauſe in a peace-offeringa female ws 


accepted , Levit. 3. 1. which might be to ſignif, ut 
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tanks; eſpecially ſuch mercies as win us praiſe, and hon- 
var with men, Of every ſuch mercy wee may ſay as * «+ py Marcel 
Cicero did in the like caſe, 2wantaeſt in dato beneficio lo, 
law, cums Accepts tauta fit gloria What praiſe, and glory 
xdieunto God for thegitr of mercics ſecing upon our 
bre receipt, and poſſeſſion of chem ,, ſuch praiſe dotha- 
*X.. ->ns, Our having of mercies renders us praiſe. 
"_ re doth gods giving of them make his 
Bite... he Lord Jeſus,, a more 
we. 1}, 20. 35. 
I ivcrlary, 


_—y 


1,1 IO 
for praiſe, and tn 
makes us debrors, bindes us 178 
much more the fulneſſe of mercies, his 4352327 | 
with benefirs Pſa. 68. 19 his ſhowers of blefſing £4: .a- 


34-26. his giving to all men liberally, or largly.. Fam. 1, 

5. His giving us richly all.chin2s roenjoy; 1 Tim. 6, 17. 

Elpecially, if you add' thereunto the conſideration of the 

ſreeneſſe of Gods mercies, Whichare oftentimes beyond 

our hopes, and defires, without out prayers, and endea» 

yours, Without, nay avain{ vur deſcrts. £4. 6. 35. The 

8 ligheſt is Kind unto the unthankfull, and co the evill. 

Chrit hath received gifts for the rebellious P/al. 68..18. 

compared with Epheſ.4.8. Now as he in the * Comedan, *7 en, Phorn 
Ve unnc ſunt mores,adeo res redir fs quis quid reddit, mag- a, 1.86-2.. 
u habenda eft gratia, as the manners oft men are in this 

@rrupt age the world is come to that palk , that great 
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GW t of what 15 ones OWN, 
thanks muſt be given for = ge free, and undefer 


"nd due, O then, how deeply deed they. engage us unto 


no40e unto thanks, in = 
ks by higher title, and bond ren that of uſti 


e Aquinas makes thankſgiving tO be, as A _ pu | 
of naſtice, {ach a part of (qr fe Tab ner 
tics of the {oule are thereof, u_ 
6 Hm upon jaſtice. MMagnam ay. 
- s nem habet, per fe cram tam 
It hath as all other; 
kindre © 
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» 24.2.2-4-30. 


ee 
It the reaſon 
210N, piety, obſervance 
3 properly to jultice, in quantum de. 
ne equals propter retributionts inequalitatem, 
decaufe it fals ſhort of that equality in point of retributi- 
on whichis required unto jultice ſtrifly ſo termed. What 
hall I render co the Lord for all his benefits towards mee 
Pſal. 116, 12, ſayth the Pſalmilt, that is, I can render no- 
thing thatis anſwerable unto all, nay to any of all his 
benefits, 

Laſtly, we are obliged to this duty by the bond of Fi 
delity, which inclinech us romake good all covenants 
and promiſes made with men , much more with God, 
Now the covenant of grace of which we have received 
the Seales, Baptiſme, and the Lords Snpper, isa mucull 
covenant , as a covenant of mercy on Gods part, (0 
covenant of duty, and ſervice on our part in the a” 

an 


that the world ſtandeth upon 3 thinzs, thzLaw, holy 


with prayer arc ſaith a *Divine of this Kipgdomez Worne 


and jo particular ti 23) 
i rtis a covenant of praiſe and thankſo;vno - 
_ —_— Whereunto, one of the ſeales ha 
nr nw , is called the' Ewcbariſt from the Greek 
or thankſgiving, becauſe” one of its cheite ends is - 
« giving of thanks , a thankfull celebration, ang 
gon of Chriſts death, and all bleſſings flowing 
| 25, 26, 6 
jad delightfull good. The 
p Lal. 135+3. P/al. 
rment of 


*2 gr 


i627 
may We &7 
and for all the au? 
Laſtly,]t is a Profitable $00 
kes mercies already enjoyed, and procu. 
wedefired and expected, a, 
Firſt,it ſecures them, it afſfureth chem unto our ſelves, & - 
entayleth them upon our poſtcritics, and nothing but un- 
thankfulneſle ſhall be ever able to cur off the entayle. Had 
itnot beene for unthankfulnefl« Adam had yer remained 
in Paradiſe, the lapſed Angels in Heaven the diſperſed EET Y 
%wes in the land of promile, The ?ewes havea ſaying, * © fone. 


Worſhip, and Retribution : by which I conceive they 
meane that the way to ſetle and fecure our {elves in a quiet 
and peaceable enjoyment of the chings and bleſſings bf 
this world is obedicnce to the law of God, zeale and dili- 
Fnee in the worſhip of God, and athankfull retribution 


themercies of God. Great bleſſings that are woone, * Thomas | 


Goodwiy. - 


with 
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with thankfulneſſe. There 1s4 paſſage of Chryſeft wy 

* A745 his firſt Homily unto the people of Antioch, roar di 
xphuare; & ;  rankfull man to be no looſer though hee 4oole 
hv dy act5n- faves hee, loſt thy money * i thou ar 

:1{-faya; he hath. Halt thou laycs hee, bodied greend* 
FOO thankfull, thou haſt gained thy ſoule, and © can A 
piulora iT riches , drawing unto thy (elte greater Sage {piricis 
ow Tiy 7xTY (og, Thanksgiving is fo rich; the ſight 


2 dies wa counterva.lall lofſes whatk 
+1 dra. the Homily but og | 


ey apaigeroy A great 
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nc 1Þ- 
d all other 
7 every victory,eve- 
WEI bc received with thankſgiving; 

metityed by the Word of God , and prayer, 
Principally by the word, by the word of Gods aQuall 
power, and providence, command, and bleſſing by the 
word of promiſe, the covenant of grace, the goſpel of al 
vation mixed with, and apprehended by faith Inſtrumen- 
rally, by prayer, as by theprayer of Petition in the ob- 
taining, and enjoyment of mercies, ſo by the prayer of 
thankſgiving in the recognition of mercies. The wordis 
the fountaine of this bleſfing, and ſanRification of mer- 
cies, and prayer, both of Petition, and Thankſgiving s 
Gods ordinance for procurement, and application there- 
of untous. To open this place a little more fully, wee 
mult inquurewhat is meant by the fanRification of mercies. 
It denoteth the enabling of them to yeeld forth cheirng- 


which they are in their own nature in regard both of ons 


rurall effe&ts, as alſo the exaltation of them above that 


CORES | 0 we 
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zinall, and effe&s.' Mercies then are fanified, when they 


rrinabled toyeeld forth their narurall effects, to afford 
that fervice and comfore, to.-performe thoſe offices and 0- 


peraticns whiclvin their own nature they ſerve. Thus 
meatsand dri e lanified;when they are ſtrengthe- 
ned to feed, nouriſh, and refreſh us. This degree of the 
laaRification of mercies, is. common to the unthankfull, 
2 will as the thankfull ; and therefore there is another 
ond.chis, co Wit, the advancement of mercies 
abovetheirnaturall condition in regard of both originall 
udeffe&ts, Mercies = oy ſanRified, whn they come 
froma higher originall then generall providence, when 
they.reach further then natural efteRs. 

1. When they come fram a higher originall then gene- 
ralland common providence, to wit, from the love of e- 
lion, and the purchaſe of Chriſt , from a right of cove- 
nantorpromiſe grounded thereon, from a right of inheri- 


ancederived therefrom, The Apoſtle Paul I Cor. 9.17. pmt, 
makes a diſtintion, between a reward and a diſpenſation, Tram. 


If preach the Goſpel willingly, I have a reward ; if 4- 
fanſt my will, a dyſpenſation 1 committed tome, We may 

cation of the diſtin&ion to our preſent pur- 
pole, If mercies, victories and deliverances are received 
with thankſgiving, they are then enjoyed ex promiſſo, out 
of Gods promiſe, as a reward , as additionals unto the 
kingdotae of God,and the righteouſneſle thereof: where- 


-Sunto the unthankfull they are but diſpenſations enjoy- 


edonely ex /argitate, out of patienceand forbearance. 

2, Mercies are fanQified when they reach further then 
their naturall effe&ts , when they are lifted up unto the 
produftion of ſpirituall and ſupernaturall effects, when 
they are made inſtrumentall of ſanRification and ſpirituall 
conſolation . | 

Firit, wen they are made inſtrumentall of our ſanAifi- 
ation, When they improve our graces, quicken to duties, 
Citreup holy and heavenly Rs when they hop on 

arther 
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further us in the wayes of God. Andthus all merciesg6a 
that are reccived,cnjoyed,and uſed thankfully. Such mer, 
Cies are as glaſſes to diſcover and repreſent the wiſe wd 
carefull providence of God towards us, as ſteps whereby 
our ſouls-aſcend towards God in holy and heavenly wn. 
templarions and affeions, as needles (ro uſe the ſhmitj 
tade of Auſtin) toſew God and our ſoules together, @. 
golden cords to draw us, andas Anchors to'fal! en ug op. 
to God, As the ſhining of the Sunne on a gurdey of Spy. 
ces, raiſeth up a fragrant ſhell, as a ſhowre'of tuin tiuks. 
the Woodbine or honyſuekle, as a6 the Eglanrive of 
ſweet-brycr Roſe more fre{ſhand ſweet : fo the Sunſhine 
of mercies, and the ſhowres of blefſirgs, Exch, 24.26, 
on thankfull perſons, begets a{weet favour of obedience, 
berters both their ſouk s and, their lives, makes them there 
fairhfull unto God,and fruitful unto men, © 7. © 
Laſtly, farnified mercies are madeinſtrumentall off 
ritnall confolartion, ſound peace of conſcience, joy 
ableand full of glory,arifing froman apprehenfionof xt 
newed and comfortableeſtatein ſuch mercies,as 0 oft. 
tcſtimony of Gods love by them, a diſcovery of the hi 
at Gods ceuntenance ſhining through them on'1#'i# tis 
Sonne Chriſt Jeſus, A chanktull heart: lookes on all tffr- 
cies, the ſmalleſt, meancft mercies,as fruits of Gods ſprei- 
alllove , as branches of his promiſes, as retnrnes of his 
awn prayers : and thig renders his little, his narrow me- 
ſure of eemporals better, that is, more ſweet and'comfor- 
table unto him, rhen the vaſteſt riches and poſſeſſions ate 
unto the unthankfu)l. P/a/ms $7. 1 6, He findes 3ndfedes 
amidſt his greateſt wants,a'purer, clearer, more ungnixtd, 
more ſatisfyinguladneffe, rhen they can take ir} the grev- 
reſt increaſe of their corn and'wine. T hatis very reniath 
able which Lake records of the Primitive Chriſtians, Mr 
2. 46, 7. in cycentheir perſecuted condition, The did 


Goa, They therefore did cartheir meat withgladneſ, | 
Calle 
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auſethey praiſed God. The praiſeof God will make Te- 
| the omen an urſeſt fare, a morſell of brown / 
tad, and cup of cold water,&c. | Ty 
Thirdly "kGring and praiſe procureth at Gods fake yromms 
| iS NEW Mmercies, which are expected and deſired not in mcritum, C 19, 
a way of juſtice, but onely in a way of mercy and libera- ſc#.3+ 
lity, not out of deſert of the duty, but meerly in vertue 
eos fie gracegand protniſe in Chrilt Jeſus. Againt + 71,4 quod 
themerit of thankſgiving, I ſhall onely alledge theſe two ſums & quod 
Arguments, It is our duty and Gods free gift. Firſt, our þ:bemwsyfrue 
duty, as by what we have ſpeken at large con- #7 5917 af, 


* . rue Loni habi= 
c juſtice of it ; and our Saviour commands us wy ſex uſus, 19- 


* | . : * (ed not os rechs 
Kisyct of them Aedinm impetratorium, —What is ulu- —_ = agis ob 


bonis aibus 


throw of adverſarics , is a mercie highly valued in theſe hy A 


dangerous times, and whatan influence praiſe hath there- 4atzs , Dey: 
00, you may (ec by compariſon of P/alm 8, 2. with our 19 obligerur 
Saviours quotation of the place, Zatth. 21.16, Davids 999 & x4 


Matth, 21.16. Out of the mouthes of Babes and Suck- fit « quay a 


porius Nos ſu» 


lmgs thou haft perfeited praiſe. And from theſe two pla- us Deo obli- 
C&S compared together, it is obvious to inferre, That the gatj. Durand. 
E 2 praiſes 
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praiſes of Babes and Sucklings, the weake and contemy. 
tible members of a diſtreſſed and perſecuted Chatch, jg. 
their ſtrength, ſuch a ſtrength as is able to (till theenemy 
and the:.venger, to ront and deſtroy all the Churches al 
verſaries. Henee it is that the Pſalmiſt for the obtaini 
of a full 21d compleat vitory againſt Church-adverfaries, 
ad viſcd-the Saints -to make uſe as of a- two «dged ſwordin- 
their h:11d , fo alſo of the high praiſes of: God in theit 
mouth, P/alm 149.5, 6, 7, 8, Let the Saints be joyful 
1 olory, let them ſg aloud upon their beds, let the hijh 
prai/es of God be in their mouth,and atwo edged Sword 
their handg to: execute vengeance wpon the Heathen, axl 
preniſhments upan the people , to Gind thetr Kings with 
chaises, and their Nobles With fe:ters of iron, to extcut 
upon themthe judgement Written, cs, Of this ſtrength 
of prayſe we have a notable example in the ſucceſle of fe- 
ho/aphat againſt: the children of- 2ſoabs and” Ammon, 
2 Chro4,20,21,22, H2 appointed Singers unto the Lott, 
and that ſhould praiſe the beauty of holinefle as they went 
out bctore the Army, and to ſay, Praiſe the Lord, forby 
mercy.endureth for ever, And when they began to mg, 


and topraiſe,the Lord fer ambuſhments againſt the chi ' 


dren of Ammon, Moab,and Mount Sezr , which wee 
come againlt 7#4sb, and they were ſmitten. It was wet 
then you ſee without good reaſon, that Lzther called the 
prayers and praiſes of Chiiſtians , their Artillery, and 
Gunres. If you defire growth in grace, increaſe of the 
Spirit, ſucha perfe&tion and fulneſſe of grace as is attaity 
able here in this life , the Apoſtle Pax/ preſcriberh 8 


means of obtaining it, the exerciſe of Pſalmes, and giving 


of thankes, Epbe/. 5. 18,19,20. Be filled With'the $p"%; 
ſpeaking to your ſelves in Pſalmes, and Hymnes, and | 
ritual _ ſinging and making melody in your heart 
ts the Lora, giving of thankes alwayes, &-c. FromW 


words the pious and learned Bays collects, that the ex; 


ciſe. of Plalmes, and chankſgiving procure inc + 
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Godsgracious Spirit. Trumpeters)delight to ſound, and 


- Maſirtans to play there, where they may have their muſick: 


refounded back unto them by an eecho: ſo doth Gold dc-- 
lght tobeltow mercies where they are anſwered with 
a1 eccho of thankes. 'The Sunne beames'in their paſhge 
through the aire,. have bur a weake heat and light. bur 
when once from ſome. ſolid body they are refleted up- 
wards, they then gain a-great, increale, or intention of 
both: ſo though Gods mercies and our ſacceles, and de- 
liveraacesbear firſt but few and ſmall, if they be refleted 
back unto God in ſongs of thankſgiving, how wonder- 
tally will they be inlarged 2 The earch ſends up thoſe va» 

to ill the clouds, . which ſhee! received from them, 
and hereby ſhee gaines a conſtant ſupply of  ſcafunable 
dewes,and rain : ſo our-returnes of thankes unto God for 
mercies received from him, will draw down on us plen- 


tilull and refreſhing ſhowres of bleſſiogs, Ez*k. 34: 26. 


But fimilitudes onely illuſtrate, and therefore 1 ſhall tur- 
therconfirm the point from Gods promiſes, and the Saints - 
conkident expzRacion of merciesupon performaace of this 
duty of thankſgiving. 


Firſt, from Gods promiſes -of mercies upon our thank(- 7itc D. Twiſſe 
Viid.grat. lib. - 


ping, Marth: 25.2 9. unto every one that hath, it ſhall 
egiven, and he ſhall have abundance. Unto every one 
Wat hath, that is, unto every one that uſerh, and impro- 
Kh, as diligently, ſo thankfully unto Gods glory , thoſe 


; Talents of mercy, and vifts of grace, which he hath recei- 


red froft God, ſhall be given agreater increaſe, and in- 
lrgement of thoſe Talents; and gifts. PL544p. 4. 6, 7: If 
bankſgiving bee joyned unto prayer, and {upplication, 
then the peace of Gud which paſſeth all underttanding, 
keep your hearts and mindes through Chriſt Jeſus. 
Pſalm 67,5,6,, Let the people praiſe thee, O God, let: all 
the people praiſe thee : then ſhall the earth yeeld her in- 
ceale, and God even our own God ſhall bleſſe us. Prov. 
3:9,10, . Honour the Lord with thy ſubRance, and _ 
the- 


J 
x 


3.ligreſſ. 1. 


he will honour us both ad intra and ad extra. If we 
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the firſt fruits of all thine iocreake ; ſo ſhall thy Barnes 
filled with plency , and thy prefies hall . burſt: out wit 
new Wine. Now to hononr God with our ſabſtance,y 
to praiſe him with our ſubſtance, 1 Sam.2, 30, Themrhy 


honour me I will honour. If we honour God ad extz, 


rifie and bleſſe him declaratively ; if we'acknowledgehin 
to be glorious, and bleffed., he will glorifie and bleſky 
operatively, he willmake us glorioas and bleſſed, Why 


ſhall be done to the man,ſaid the King Ahaſicerns to Hy 


max, Whom the King delighterh to honoug? Heſs.6.6 
we may apply the interrogation to our purpoſe, What 
{hall bedone to the Man,to the Town, to the County, 
the Kingdoine, which God the King of heaven and et 
delighceth to honour ? how hononcable, glorious, ml 
happy (hall ſucha Perfon, ſuck a Town , ſuch a Connyy 
ſuch a Kingdome be 2 For Gods honouring of usis tvt 
like the empty ticles of honour amonglt men, it canieth 
reality with it, and comprehends all forts and kindesd 
bleſſings. Becauſe therefore God delighterh ro honour 
the thankſull, he will even ſtudy to heap mercies ard fic- 
ceſſes upon them, Reall and fincere praiſcs then for our 
many deliverances inthe by-paſt bloody: watre; world 
long ere this have eſtablifhed and mage rhis Kingdomet 
praiſe in the earth, ſo that now no new tempeſt had lnns 
over our heads, there had been an end, not onely of our 
croubles, but alſo of our feares and jealouſies. Thisans- 
all commemoration of, your deliverance, if there bev- 
gour and lite in it, and if it doe not degenerate into mit- 
ter of form onely,will render yon honourable with Gods 
people, not onely of the preſent, bur alſo of ſucc:ding 
Ages ; nay, it willmake God himſelfe to be a wall of fir 
roand about your Town, and the glory in the rmidit of 


Secondly , that thankſgiving obtaineth mercies it 
Gods hand,is plain from the Saints confident experts 


wah 
1 
/ 
fot 
eh 
of 
or 
c- 
our 
al 
Na. 
n, 
ut 
w- 


8, 308 & 7 7 


= 


(3t) 
efttiercics upon their thankſgiving. And of this we have 
an inſtance in the Church, P/al, 124. where firlt he rela» 
tech,amplifierh, and magnifieth Gods goodnefſe in her 
miracalous deliverance in the ſeven firlt verſes ; ſhe blef- 
{th God for it verſe 6. and having finiſhed her thankeſgi- 
ng,{ſhe growes in the laſt verſe untoa boldneſk of hope 
tor future help, Oxr belp is in the nam? of the Lord From 
Hoſe 2. 15. we may gather, that if we fing at the valley of 
Wbwr, in the borders of the land of Canaan, it we be 
joyfull arid chankfull for the beginnings of mercy ghe ini- 
tial of deliverance and reformation,then the valley of A- 
cher will be a doorof hope, a pawnot , and in.let to fu- 
tore and greater mercies ntto a full deliverance , unto a 
through and perfect reformation. Every mercy that wee 
burr God for; that we are joyfull and thankfull for, 
We nay cal a8 Rachel did her firſt borne, foſ eph, Genef. 
$0.24. that is, Adding, and ſhe faid, The Lond! {hall adde 
tome another ſonne. The thankfull man may call his mer+ 
dies foſephs, pledges of conftane additionall mercies. And 
thus have we ſeen how that mercies are the undoubred 
kqadl, and conſequent of thankſgiving , the ground of 
Which is plainy hinted by Chry/oſtowe in his 26, Homily: 
on Geneſis, The reaſon({aith he) why God would have us 
dethankfull is, chat che gain which acreweth therby, may 
redotmd tous,x} ueitoy 3 inv17y rppeay ey dfics kdTaciionudy} 
ind char we may make our (elves worthy of greater afli; 


ſence or help. Thankfulnef makes us worthy of mer-. 


&s,though not with a worthinefſe of merit, thar defer-- 
th them, yee with a worthinefle of condecency, or tit- 
ſe thar prepareth the heart and affeRions, and maketh 
tlie ſuitable uato mercies. Which acceprion'of worthi- 
thineſle is very frequent in Scripture, Lu 3.8. Luke 
7, Lnke 20. 25, Luke 21, 36. Epheſ. 4. 1. Philip 1. 
FA Coloſſ. 3.10, 1Theſſ. 2,12. 2T hefſ.1,5, 11. 3,f0hr 
* Rev. 3,4-6-16,6 He that is truly thaukfull for 
Patand received mercies utfainedly, and ſingerly, wt 
1xct 
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{ireth and endeavoureth to render unto God the honour, 


-praiſc, and glory of chem (which was the end God aimed 


at in beſtowing them, and therefore he is though nat me. 


-ritorioufly, yer acceptably qualified, and fitted for there. 
ceit of fucure mercies) he is to ule the expreſlion ofthe 


Apoſtle,Col/oſſ.1.12. Made meetto be a partaker of the 
inheritance of the Saints in light, 
Iam now come atlengthunto thelaſt proofe of theer. 


cellency of thankfulneſle, and thankſgiving. A compatign 
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of it with other graces and duties : and this compation 
ſhall be firſt in generall wich all other graces and dung; 
Kcondly, in ſpeciall with the prayer of petition, 

Firſt, ingenerall with all other ray or In 
every thing give thankes , for this is the will of God in 
Chrilt Jeſus, 1 Thef.5.18, where the will of God may; 


perhaps, be taken by wy of excellency , for that which / 


is jd Gs £16 and chicfe point of the revealed will of 
God touching mans duty. Thankeſgiving (faich * Chry- 
ſoft ome ) hath no good that is equall, or a peereunto it, 
there is no evill worſe then blaſphemy. 

Indeed it excells all graces and duties in is end, many 
in its duration. 

I, All of them in its end, Gods glory and honour, 
though not abſolutely, yer in the manner of its reference 
thereunto z which is more full, expreſſe, and immediate, 
then inany other graces, ordutics. All other graces and 
duties aimat this end remotely, but thankeſgivingimme- 
diatly ; they all looke rowards it virtually and implicitly, 
but praiſe and thankeſgiving formally and expreſly To 
celcbrateand ſet forth the honour and glory of God,isthe 
ſtudy and buſineſſe of the thankfull man, as his maine, ſo 
his ſole and proper work, | 

2, Irexcells many of them in duration. Many graces 
and dut::<,45 Faith, Hope, Almes, 8c. many Ordinances, 
as preac/:1n; of the Word, Sacraments, Diſcipline, &c 


have plzzeonely in thislife,as being required | ecale © 
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te Churches ſtate of imperfeRion here upon earth : and 

therefore there is neither need nor uſe of them in hea- 

renin the Church triumphant, where they ſhall all be 

ſmallowed up in a preſeat, perfeRzznd full fruicion, x Cor. 

13.8, Whether there bee propheſies , they ſhall faile ; 

whether they be tongues, they (hall ceaſe ; whether there 

beknowledge , ir ſhall yaniſh away ; but the grace of 
tunkfulnefſs ſhall never expire, Tae duty of thankeſgi- 

ring 1s heaven worke, and worſhip. Rev. 19, 1. and 

therefore (hall-laſt to all ecernity, for ever and ever, even 

when we have obtained f(alvation to the ntmolt, our per- 

peruall cagk (hall be co ſing, Salvation co our God, which 
litterh upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb. 

{proceed ſecondly untoa compariſon of thankfulneſle, 
ul chank(giving wich a prayer of Petition, The prayer of 
tuakCiving is more Needfull , more Comfortable, more 
Honourable then the prayer of petition. 

Firit, more Needfull, and chat, 
Fult, Neceſſirate Precepti, wee are more deeply ob- 
xd uatathe prayer of thankſgiving, then-unto the prayer 
petition, For, ticſt, lay the matter or objc& of both du- 
tes together in the ſcales, and ſce Whether, or no, our 
dſſings and deliverances , the matcer of chankſziving, 
G&& not weigh downe to the ground our wants, and mi- 
fries, che marcer of our petitions. The compariſon is 
ally to be juſtified in temporall benefirs, bur as for ſpi- 
nituall ones, there is no compariſon tro be made berwixt 
them, and the gre: teſt wants , and Cuff rings that are 
—— For they are not to be compared with the 
eſt Skantling of grace, or the leait ſpark, or beame 
of that glory which ſhall be rev.alcd in us. Rom. $8. 1S, 

And, ſecondly, All var wants, 2nd iQiterics are not one 
ly deſerved, but alſo fuppererr »aicd tor by our finnes 2 
Whereas our mercies arc all unnericed. And doth there 
not lie upon usa greater obligation to bce thankfull for 
ndeſe. ved mercies, then.to.ſue for removall of deſcrv-d 
ls, E-: >: Secondly, 
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Secondly , Thankſgiving is more neceſlary then petitj. 
on neceſſitate mediz, The prayer of petition is neceſlity 
to ſanRific affliftions, bur the prayer of thankſiving | 
by farre more neceffary ro fanRitie bleſſings. For accor. 
ding untothe degree of dangers is proportioned the de. 


grce of the neceſſity of remedies,aud proſperity isa more 


dangerous, a(ſhrewder, and more ſhaking temprationthen 
adverſity. The Sun by the fervency of its beames made 
the Traveller, (as it isin the Fable ): chrow away tis 
cloake, whereas a great Wind, and terrible Stormemade 
him wrap it faſterabout him. We are therefore inget- 
er davgerof being {wolne , and puft up with merciss 
victories, and deliverances, then of being imbitrered with 
wants, lofſes, and croſks ; and therefore, there is mor: 
need of prayſes tg ſanRific thoſe, then of petitions tol 
fon, ſweeren, and, as it were , allay the bitterneſed 
thele. 

Secondly , The prayer of thankſgiving is more Con- 
fortable, then the prayer of petition becauſe itisa ſtrong; 
er: argumentof our being 1n a preſent eſtate ofgrace, wd 
of our title nnto a future eſtate of glory. 

1 Tis a ſtronger: argument of our being inapreſent e 
ſtate of grace ; becauſe a ſurerevidence of our fincerity, 
and ſpirituall ingenuity. 

Firſt, of our fincerity, Fleſh, and'bloud, nature, bil 
ſclfe-love may put us ona kind* of mercinary petition, 
which may beconſiſtent with the very depth of hypoct 
fie, tor in them our ſuppoſed, and deſired good tkestit 
upper hand of Gods glory, Now thankſgiving isa tt 
denying grace, that gives Gods glory the ſupremacyinu 
our thoughts, defires, aymes, and propoſals, andthere 
fore proceeds from the greateſt height, and perfe&tion d 
of orace, thatis ——_ in this fe, 

"Tis, ſecondly, a ſurer Evidence of our ſpirituall[ngs 


nuity, even ſlaves will beg when the whip is ſhakenoi } 


them, ſervile diſpoſitions may by excremiries bedngz! 
un 
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anto petitions, whereas thankſgiving is a free-will offet- 
ing; not Wrung from us by our wants, or neceſſities : we 
are drawne anto it onely by the coards of a man, by the 
bonds oflove. Heſ 12. 4+ and therefore it argues a ſpirit 
of adoption, a ſonne-like temper, and holy freedome, and 
bravery of ſpirit. : 

Secondly , The prayer of thankſgiving is a ſtronger 

fe of our tirlcunto a furure eſtate of glory, then the 

prayer of petition: for 'tis a principall worke ; and wor- 
ſkip of heaven, and can wee have a better argument to al- 
fare vs, that we ſhall goe to heaven when we leave the 
erth, then our love, and performance ofthe worke, and 
worſhip of heaven upon earth ? A thankfull ſoule is a 
kinde of heaven upon earth, it holds conſort with the 
muſick of heaven, and therefore can never bee excluded 
from heaven. 

Laſtly, thankeſgiving is more honorable then petition, 
2nd that for theſe following reaſons, 

1, 1;our-{trips it in reference to its end, Gods glory, 
mto which it lookes more, and contributes more then 

tion, 
FItlookes more to Gods glory then petition, becauſe if 
lookes onely unto *Gods glory ; whereas in peticion re- 


p& may be had unto our own good. This Argument is , ,,1;.,, 


 ukdby* Dr Ames in his Marrow of Divinity. Giving [ſe & perfe- 


of thanks; is more noble and perfein it ſelfe,then periti- &ior eſt grati- 
0n, becauſe in petition often our own good is eyed and re-. ern aftio, 


rded, but in giving of thavkes onely Gods honour. The 


d Jeſus (aid, it is more bleſſed to give then co recieve. 1 


Ac ſepe honum 


quam perinio * 
uie in petitio- 


Now a ſubordinate end of petition is to receive ſome noſtrum ſpeffa- 
good from God, bur the ſale end of thankes is to give tur, ſed in gr4- 


gory unto God, 

Secondly,as it aimes more at, ſo it contributes more 
unto Grds glory then pecition: for itcoafelleth and mas - 
wheth Gods mercy in actuall bleſſings and Ucliverances ; 

: F 2 | whereas 


tiarum 4zone 
Det honor tan- 
tum. Lib. 2+ Go 
g.Tkeſ.93+ 
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whereas in petition there is onely2.a ackmowled: 
Gods ablenctle and willingnefſe to blufſe 2nd deliver, 
And it makes more to the praiſc of ones goodnefle to xc. 
knowledge that he hath given , then that hee canor wil 
Ve. | 
Secondly,the precedency of praiſe may be concludes, be- 
cauſe it is of greater'uſe in heaven then petition. Some hay, 
athrmed. that praiſe fhall bee our whole and ondy wm. 
ployment in heaven ;/but. others of equall note tor piey 
and learning, think there is no danger in affirming, that the 


Dr. Edw.Rey- Saints in /heaven,and the bleffed Angels doe pray, though 
zolds on Pſal. norfor particular pcrſons, yet for the cenerall liate and 
3 : 2.P38-43 3» condition of the Church militant ; as alſo that the Sag 


} * Mr. Herle, 


— 
or 
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departed pray for theirown reſurrection, publick acquitd 
in the day of judgment,and perfe&t conſummationofther 
happines in their bodies as wellas foules. But we need 
not-meddle with -- rchis-diſpute ; for though it bee nor the 
whole and onely, yerat 15 the chiefe work and bulinegd 
all the hoſt of heaven, che manhood of Chriſt, theiglar, 
ous Angel, and the Spiries of juſt men m ; 
Rev..4. 8. Rev. 7.12. They have little uſe of a 
of petition, in-compariſon of the prayer of pratle ad 
thankefgiving s the matter:of which is/ as Wide as hen, 
as infiniteas God himſelfe, as laſting as eternity. Henees 
it that by Bernard in dedicatione Eccle(ie, Serm, 2, the 
world is called the houſe-of prayer, he meanes. the prayer 
of petition,and heaven the houſe of praiſe. W hat is he 
yen but a* circle of the beatifical viſfion-and-love of God, 
of. praiſes and ſovgs unto God. 'As Aft ipeakes, tur 
Circle of imployment there will be, 94cabimus & vid 
bimwus uidebimus & amabimu ,amabimus & landabm, 
laudabimus & cantabimus,c+c, There we ſhall alwayes 
dclightto ſee,and ſeeing to love, and loving to praiſe, and 
praiſing tofing , and {inging to-praiſe , and fo backs 
gain, , ity 1 dlowets bd -4 d 6 Gro. 0.5, de3o0's 
Thjraly , the end excclls that of whichit is an - 

; 0 
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Wow *Dofter Ames wdll dbſerveth. Giving of thanks * Gratiatum- 
s a ſecondary end of everyxdigious petition for he that _ eſt ſecun. 
cravetb any thing at Gods hands as he ought to doe, doth finis 


om'1ts petitionis 


not = th:retore crave It, that heemay receive it, Much yc/;jo/@,qui c- 
lefſe that he may coirſwine it upon hisluſts, but that being nim refe ali- 
received ir may be referred, or returned back unto the quid petit 2 | 
glory of God. For-this hce quotes 2 Cor. 1.11, You alſo : T _ 
helping together by prayertor us that for the gift beltow- ,, par re = 
edupon us by the mcanes of many perſons, thanks-may be 4un ut in ve- 
given by many in our bet:alfe, unto which wee may add 1 luptares inſum- 
Chron. 16. 35. P/al. 106, 47. and ſay yee, Save us © © Jac 4- 3. 
Gad of our {alvation, and gather us together, and deliver —_ wy egy 
, enuo 
w from the Heathen, that we may give thanks to thy haly 7 ,1,,:4, dc; 
name,and glory in thy praiſe, P/al. 9.13.14 Have mercy qui dediz, 
upon. me, © Lord, conſider my trouble which 1 ſuffer of Medul. Thce!. 
them that hate me, thouthat lifteſt me up trom the gates **- 9-Theſ- 
 ofdeath, that I may ſhew forth all thy-praiſe in the gates ?** 
of the Daughter of $j0n. As alls.P ſal, 142. 6,7. Attend 
wito my cry &c, Deliver mecfrom my perſecuters &c. 
Os out of priſon that I, may praiſe thy name. 
NH keſgiving tranſcends Petition, becauſe we. are 
taurally more unable for,and averſe from it, then petiti- 
mn:forinour natures there is adifability unto,,, and ana- 
verſationfrom, as all good things, ſo eſpecially the beſt: 
things, the moſt ſpit ituall and rciined duties, = | 
1, Weare naturally more unable 'for thankeſgiving, 4 
becauſe more unmindfull and inſenfile of benefits and 
comforts, then of wants, neceſſicies, and croſſs : thoſe 
ne WEitren 11 land, nay induſt, theſe in marble, nay in 
meal, in-brafſe, Who almoſt, bur-18 more affeed' ina 
Way of . griefe withthe akiag of the ticad, nay firiger,then - 
ma Way of joy with the healch of the whole body 2 * Ifmmbee <, 
* Look as Flies skip over thoſe parts which are ſmooth, , —_ _ - 
alrriſtig atyjrer fleFere oculos, praterire que late,ut muſee 7 ejuſmodi inſeFa lavibus po- ® 
liuſque lcie-non diy mſident ſcabris. adhereſcunt, fic querul2 iſta mens, meliorem ſortem pe-- 
*a t52u/volat,aſperam-yon dimitiit graft 1 gnſpicis, plerumgye: auget + atque ut amantes' 


iN doming ſug nunquam non jnyeniunycur eximia ea ante ones : fic dolentes in ſuo inftn, Lis- 
[its de Conſtantia, 


+ 
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{ound,and healthy, and onely ftick upon theſe which 76 
irchy, {cabbed,or any other wayes unſound, difeaſed,and 
diſaffeed : ſoour mindes, and affe&ions, which namy- 
rally are querulous, and diſcontented, lightly paſſe oyer 
mercies, and joyfull occurrences , but for diſaſters, and 
all ſad events, they take a ſerious and through view of 
them,they {tay & even dwelupon them,and receive from 
thema deep and lating impreſſion, and ſo accordingly 
molt tragically amplifie them, 3s if they were peaceleſk, 
That dcliverance which hath occaſioned our meeting at 
this preſent,was ſo allyed untoa miracle, and withall {6 
grear, and I may fay, generall concernment, as that 
GoJ might juſtly expet from all wel-willers un- 
to the publick , araviſhment of joy, ſuch a doxology 
which Hierome, if I forget not, relates of the Primitive 
Church, that waslikea clap of Thunder, and roaring of 
_ of the Sca: ſuchan extafic of thankes as the Plalmitt re- 
ports of the Jewes, P/alm 126. who werelike men that 
dreame,their mouthes being filled with laughter,and their 
rongues With (inging. But now our earnall temperg doe 
ſounfit and indiſpoſe us for this moſt ſpiritual duy,as that 
fled loſſes of a hw inferior alloy, and preſent frars and 
jealouſies doe not onely allay,but even drown the yoyce 
of our joy an thankſgiving. * 


Commons, Septemb. 7. 2641. at their publick thankeſgiving for the peace coucluded 
between England and Scotland, hath in his Preface a remarkable paſſage touching thi 
argument: Ina diy of humiliation,ſaith he,even wicked men have afte-tions ſtirring in 
them conſciouluies of evil,guilrineſlc of mind,ſenſe of wrath,aſtoniſhing and oppr 
fearesariling from the apprehenlion of neere and unavoydable dangers, are au 
meanes to ma' eeven Pharaohs, Ahabs, and Ninevites mourn, and humble themlelves 


before Ged. Bur in a keeping a ſpiricuall reioycing unto God, little or no help is tobe 
eted from tke fleſh : andthar is one reaſon ar. commealy dayes of thank 


iving 


anſlated with much lefle affeRion, life, and ſavour, then dayes of Hutt 


Secondly , We are more averſe from the prayer ol 
thankeſgiving then from the prayer of petition, as will & 
fly appeare by compariſon of our petitions ma - 
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thankes and praiſes, in regard of both Q nantity and Qua . 
ky, Number and Duration, alſo Weight, or Zealc. 1 

wants and afflitions lie heavy on us, wee are clamorous? 
and important ſuiters, ike the Widow, Lake 18. we wi 

have no nay, like [acob, we even wraſtle with God, and 

willnot let him goe uncill he bleſfe and deliver us, Gene/« 
33,26, Well, God hcares us, and grantsall, nay more 
then we deſire, and we preſently grow unregardfull to. 
returne God his praiſe and honour z ſo our turnes be once 
ſerved, we take litcle or no care whether God be glorified, 
Pſal.78. 34435,36,37- It is Witch moſt of us as with ma- 


xiners, Who will pray and howle in a {torme, but when a: Bernard eomys 
calm ſucceeds, when they are gotten into a ſafe harbour, peſſimuwn viti- 


or landed on the ſhore,they ſeemeas if they had forgotten - Ingratitu 
Inn. 


all their paſt danger, their devorion preſently cooles,. and 
they ſeldone render unto God fo much as che forme, and 
out-ſide of thankfulneſle, Pharaoh deſires Moſes and Aa- 
ron to intreat the Lord to take away ſevcrall plagues from 
him, Exod. $.8. Exod. 9.28. Exod. 10. 16. but he never 
invites them to joyn with him in praiſes tor deliverance 
from theſe plagues, 

All the cen. Lepcrs-were loud and earneſt in their cryes 
for remedy, Luke 17.13. but when they were healed, 
there was but one of them returned to give glory unto 
God, Lake 17. 1 3,15,16,17,18. 

* Themiſtocles compared himſclfe unto a Plaine tree, 
tor as Travellers in a ſtorm would run. to a Plain-tree for 
ſhelter, but when once the heavens were cleared,leave the 
tree, and rend its bonghes :. ſo the eAthentians, laid 


hee, in :1me of warre or danger runne to me, 4S to a com- 
mon Father, but in times of peacc, and ſecurity, they re-- 


ward.me with nothing but. accuſations and banifhment, 
Juſt ſo we deale with God, wh.n tae ſtormes of his in- 
dignation beat upon us ,. wee runne unto him with open 
mouches, and even beficge him wich our petitions , like 
thole Hof. 5,154 In ouc atflictions we ſeck hum early, live 


chem: 


* Cauſings: * 
Hicrogh. _ 
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them Pſa. 75,34. when he flayes us then we ſeek him, mn 
rerarrt, and enquire early afrer God, and remember that 
God is our Rock, and the high God our redeemer; but 
when the tempeſt of wrath is blown over, we are fo (are 
From compalling him about with ſongs of deliverance, s 
that ſome of us teare his name even in pieces With horrid 
oathes and blaſphemies : the belt of us grieve his Spirir 
and provoke the eyes of his glory by renewing aad'mulgi- 
plyingour abominations. Others, who-pretend moſtun: 
ro thankfulneſte, give unto himas great affroncs almoſt x8 
are imaginable ; tor they contema all his . Ordinanees, yi. 
lifie his moſt ſacred Scripcures, call in queſtion, nay deny 
the molt precious an tundamencall of Divine trachs; be. 
{patter che faichfulleſt of his Munfters and ſervanes. For 
2 finall proofe of this particular, I ſhall defire you of 'chis 
place to ceflet upon your felves, ro compare your (elves 
With your ſclves, to balance the earneltnetle and violence 
of the petitions thar you pur up to God in your ftrajzht 
and cloſe ſiege. cip<cially in char dreadtull ſtorming of 
your cowne, May 8. and 9, Anno Dom. 1645. widhythe 
coldneſs and dulaets of the chankes that you have returned 
upon, and ſince your deliverance. When the thunder of 
Ordnauce,the warlike ſound of Drummes and I rumpety, 
theclaccering of Armour and Armes, tic bloody threats 
ef your adverlaries, the hideous groans and cries of wouns 
ded and dying men , the dolefull lancncacions of your 
Wives and children, the groves of pies that ſtood ready 
cocharge you, the ſhowres of lead that fell roundabout 
= the terror of a devouring fire on all ' ads of you, aud 
ore you,and behind you, preſented nuching bur hot- 

ror ,deathandruine, royour diſtracted aid a:nzud knks; 
I beleeve then there were few hearts a1:10:;ſt you bo 
Atheilticall , as nocto powre out ſeeinin2ly zcalvus pt 
titions for ſaccour and dcliverance. But wan the ſto'me 
was over,the fiege raifed, and you freed tro :; ſenſe and 


fear of your fore-palt danger, I dare appeale to of av 
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s whether the prayſcs, and thanks :of the beſt 2=. 
; _— didnot fall very ſhort of the petitions , that , 
you powred out in your extremity, "Whether they were \ 
> avi colder, duller, more liveles, and heartles, 
And thus have IT done with the Confirmation of the 
' point, upon Which, if any thinke I have (tood over-long, 
220% tis undenyable cleare and evident, Ifhall defire 
theay to.confider, thatin Prafticall points; Reaſons have 
the nature, and, force of Motives, and. are uſed, not fo 
mach co prove ching unto-the Judgment, asto preſſe it 
won the heart and conſcience. 
The V/es ſball bee either of Information, or E x boy- 
F4atro08n. " 4 . 

Fiſt, Information, and that touching, r, the ſubjeR, 
z,theoppoſite of p:aiſe, and thankſgiving, 

Firſt, Touching the. ſubze& of praiſe, and thankſgiv. 
0,20d it ſhall be that of the Palmiſt P/al. 33, I. Praiſe 
«comely for the up1 tght.. Which words are to be taken 
aduſvely, Prayſc..is only. comely: for the upright. And 
the reaſon of it is hcld out in the: point: wee have now 
landled. Thankfulneſſe is an excellent grace, praiſe , and 
unkgiring anexcellent duty, and thercfore it only be- 
canes the Saints; that are in the. earth, nnto- whom the 4 
Hithite of excellent is appropriated. Pjad. 16. J- Jt | 15'S 

* "IE 


wh 2ſarableneſſe unto them, and therefore beſeemes 
tem beſt, 7 acscs.ſpeaking of certaine words of Tibe- 
myth they were;preclara werbe, ſed non pro Tiberio, © 


| ky excellent words, but not ſuteing with Tiberius, k30 
| Dielike may we fay of words of thankſgivingutrered by \ 
| pon They are very good, and excellent in them= = 
tes, but very muchunbefitting tacm Foras 7 heophy- __ i 


, «upon Lukke the 4. Non eſt |pecioſa Laus invve pec= | 
. | 4%, Praile is not ſeemly or comely in the mourh of a — | 
K vr, Prov. 17. 7. Exccllent; (pecch, ur the lip of ex- YM 

4 | ag, layth Solomon, be.omineth not afoole, thatis, "IV 4 ; 
« Itislke beauty an a -__ without diſcretion, — } 
* - 


| 


* Jam, 3.19, 


» ſound forth Gods diſpraiſe, and diſhonour in lotdag. 


\ 
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& Jewellof gold ina Swines ſnont. Prov. 18. 2» Ab 
the reaſon of it is that which Tacitzy gave of his diflike of 
other words of 7berins. Nec enim adbanc formami. 
teraſunt ; his othey words, and aQions are not of the 
fame ſtamp, bur of a farre different ſtraine, His other 
words are vaine, idle, unſayoury words of blaſphenys. 
gainſt God, words of calumny againſt his brethreti;;ax 
*. Zames {aych. Qut of che ſame mouth proceederh bl. 
fing, and curſing ; the -incongruence of which wee bye 
verl. 11., Doth a fountaine ſend forth at the ſame 
ſweete water, and bitter, And then: for his aGjonsthy 
are alſo as unſuteable' unto the language of praiſe ; fof 


cent then his lipps his praiſe. Lingwa benedicit, edu 
maledicit. Canticum novum C& vetus homo malt conty 
dant, fayth Auguſtin on Pſal 149; A new ſong ſomnk 
very 2t favourdaly, looſeth much of its grace, witch 
from, the old mans mouth; Canter canticunm non ll 
nova eff: creatura, qui novam preſtar obedieniian, 
him ſing anew ſong that isa new creature that performs. 
new obedience, that leades anew life. 1 
The {ſecond uſe of Information concernes theoppaſt, 
er- contrary of thankſgiving, Unthankfulncſk, Cote- 
riorum contraria eft. conſequentia, of contraties thearehe 
contrary inferences:{o,then from the excellency | 
giving, we may conclude-the baſenefle, vileneftt, andur- 
- worthyneſle of unthanktulnefle. And in difcoveryhir 
Wee ſhall runne, ſofarre, as wee can; a merhodrpatid 
unto that wee have uled in the proofe of the excllengd 
thankſgiving. Wee ſhall proove it to bee a baſe, vic,ud 
unworthy vice from its Subjet, Comprehenſvenell 
cauſes,from the operation which it bears unto all ſorts 
kindes of goodnes, unto vertue, pleaſureand profit. 
Firſt, the ſubje&s in which: reigning and unmortifel 


unthankfulnes is ſeated, are Devils, damned Spirits, 
ked and unregencrate men, For all other creatyrs 4 
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God fuch praiſe as their low natures are le of, 
vo” 19. 1. The Heavens declare the glory of ; The 


Fires che field (hall honour me, ſaith God, 7/5.4 3.20. 


teDragonsand the Owles , 8&c. Unthankfulnes then 
doth wonderfully debaſe us z it unmans us, throwes us 
whoarc by nature bur alictle lower then the Angels, be- 
aath the very beaſts that periſh : it rankes us with De- 
ed Spirits;and graccleſk men, 

Secondly, you may conclude the baſenefſe of unthank- 
files from the Comprehenſiveneſs thereof; Ir is the 'E- 
nome of all vices. Omnia dixers þ ingratum dixers. Tt eAbernetly. 
$acomprehenfive and originall ſin which lies at the root | 
ofall other fins, and theretore * Aquinas affirmeth, that * 7* 91%%ber 
there is akind of materiall ingratitude in every finne wee ry ont] 
wmmit. In all our fins there is a ſpice of unthankfulnes. tudo ad Deuw, 
Gods mercics are over all his workes, P/alz 1.45.9. they in quanm ſci- 
mech over the whole world;and unthanktulnes,as if it Ru. (ict facis home 
&@d:okeepin ſorae ſorta proportionable pace unto Gods _ = 

, overſpreads the lefkcr world, our wholenatures. s/o _ 

unthankful mans underſtanding is ignorance, his me+ tinere. Forms- 
mory.forgettulnes, bis will and affeRions diſregardfull of liter autem im 
Gods bleffings, his congue filenc in the recounting of | wares ſt - 
tm; his whole ma;1. backward in making requitall for En teneſichen 
them : nay, of ſo diffuſive and ſpreading a natures it, as contennetur. 
that it runs quc into onr very ornaments and excrements, 2222+; 197» 
«apparel and haire. Neither (toppes it here, but.is ex- 4? 
tnded furcher, even unto all bleſlings whatſoever,that are 


- Without us ; for it makes them all inſtrumentcall of Gods 


Whonour, it dothas ic were muſter them up to doe God = 
Uſſervice,aud even tighe againſt him and his, 
| Thirdly, the vilenefle of unchankfulnes may be infer- 
red from the baſcneſs of its cauſes, the reigneand mortifi- 
ationof ſinne in generall, and in particular ; | 
I, Hardneſs of Heart, 
. 2, Ignorance, 
.,:; - 3. Vabckete, 
G 2 4. Wan 


- 
© » 
- 
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4, Want of the love of Gad.. #5 4 Bm 
5. Pride. vo 
6, Envie. 

9. Covetoulneſs, 


Firſt then the reign'and unmortification of finne in 
nerall, is acauſc of unthankfulneſk, and that becauſe i 
mo us faile in the obſervation, and inthe valaationg 

clings. 

| Fire, in the obſcrvation of them; for it carrieg1yþ 
foule downward,and will notſuffer it ſo much as tokg 
upward unto God the Author of every metcy, and ths 
fore the unmortified ſinner hath not manyof his mercigh 
much as a glimpſe of the light of Gods countenance ty6x 
ſinnes, luſts'and cortuptions, if they be not mortified,y 
hinder from a right apprehenſion ob the mercy! whithyh 
this day cclebrate, they will fix your thougtits- upon 
deliverance it felfe, and will eclipſe that hand whih 
wrought it, they will be as a miſt to cloud thoſe bang 
of providence which met therein, 16/84 
| Secondly, uninortified laſts diſable for a due eſtimititn 
'of mercies. - | © -\ | 

Firſt, becauſe they fever from God,from the fiokt, ud 
enjoyment of him, without whom what 15 the raiſing 
your fiege,the deliverance of your Towne, but a cypher: 
if God be notchiefly prized in mercies, our valuation'vt 
them isgrofle andunfpirituall. | 

Secondly , unmortified lufts unſweeten imbitter the 
greateſt metrcies, they puta thorn and a curſe into then, 
AS unto a palate prepoſicſkd with bitternes, tle 
dainticſt viands taſte bitter : ſoa ſoule that is hlled with. 
the ground of bitternefſe, and vexation of ſin, meets with, 
nothing but vanity and vexation of ſpirit in the ſweets 
bleſſings. As a green wound {marts though touched with 
the ſofteſt lawn : ſo an ulcerous and fintull foul yo 
and difcontented at,and theretore narhankfullfor t "_ 
| | SOR i an nn 
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tendermercies;. Unmortified finners never knew the 


rioheuſe of mercies, victories, and deliverances, never: 


felr that ſolid: comfort which thy yeeld when fanRtified 
by the Word and praycr, when'one meeres with God in 
them. For they arc unto them 2s-ſnares, which work for 
the worſt 'unto them , which occaſion in them nothing 


but pride, ſecurity, preſumption, and hardnefte of heart ; 


and therefore it is impoſſible, chat whillt chey remaine in 
that eftate, they ſhould value them as they ought : and 
conſequently be thankfull for them... 

The influence thit the reigne and unmortification of 


finne hath upon unthankfulnefle, will the better appeare, 


itwe conſider the ſeverall denominations thereof. Iti s 
aneſtate of death in fiv, an eſtate of 'boadage and flavery 


Firſt, an eſtate of deathin finne, Ephe/.2, 1, and to uſe 


the words of the Pfalmift, P/a/m 115, 17, The dead 
praiſe not the Lord : their praiſes are as all orher workes. 
that goe before repentance, or converſion, Heb 6. 1, A: 


dead wor ke, that hath only'the piRare and form of thank- 


fulneſe. Powre the ho-telt: & ſtrongeſt watcrs into a,dead. . 


man, make the grearelt fires'about him,cloath him wth che 
coltlieſt robes, anoynt him with the moſt preriovs oynt- 
ments,he feels ic not. thanks you not. Juſt ſo it fares with 
onedeadin fins and treſpaſſcs, noewithitanding the ex- 
tttam warmth of Gods bleſſings within him, without 
dim , above him, beneath him , on every hand of him, 
though he be cloathed with, and made up of them;thongh 
ie feed; nay tread on them, yerhe is not truly ſcnſible of 
them, and cannot by them (untill God enliven his ſoule) 
de poſſibly quickned-nato any: due, and -acceprable per- 
formance of theduty of thankeſgiving in'the leaſt degree 
md-meaſure. Wirhour ſpiritual life then, you ſee you doe 
but fillupa roome, you can baare no part in the inward 
und{pirituall part of the dury of the day zand-in regard of 


tatwhich you ourwardly \cotucribuce unto 'the -worke, 


why. 
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why, you are but as dull and liveleſſe images, which canner 
move naturally of chemſelves, all your motion: herein is 
but compullary,from outward reſpects,not flowing from 
any true inward inclination. | 
Secondly, the reigne and unmortification of fine, ig 
an eſtateof ſlavery and bondage'unto ſinne. Row 6, 16, 
and therefore inconſiſtent with thankfulneſle, which ig of 
fo excellent a natore, as that it never lodged in any, by 
free, brave, and ingenuous beſomes. As for baſe, low, 
and ſervile ſpirits, they are unacquainted with, and yn. 
capable of it. No man can ſerve two Maſters, Math 6, 
24. Now thankeſgiving is an immediate and ſpeciall {er. 
viceof God , and therefore unperformable by the {ex. 
vants of finne, .and Satan. Conſider the excellencymd 
difficulty of the duty, and then tell me whether or now: 
can poſſibly performe it without enlarged hearts, hears 
freed from the commands of finne, and Satan, Whata@ 
a priſoner doe thatis laden with Irons and ferters? Aly 
then, whatcan an impriſoned and fetrered foule-doe in 
this moſt greatand difficult work of a Chriſtian, And 
thus have you ſcen how the reigne and unmortification of 
ſinne, cauſeth unthankfulnefle. Now there cannot beabs- 
ſer and viler eſtate or condition, then that of chereigne of 
fin, for it is a deprivation of the beſt of blefſings ſpirit 
all, and a ſubjeion unto the worlt of tyrants , alley * 
and bondage unto the worſt of maſters,ſin and Satan.Un- 
thankfulneſſe then proceeding therefrom, cannot buthe 
moſ2 vile, baſe, and unworthy, 

In the next place, let us ſpecifie thoſe particular ſms 
which cauſe unthankfulnes, The firſt I ſhall mention, 
fall be hardnes of heart :. An hard and ſtony heart(whilt 
ſuch )cannor poſliby be ſoftned or melted intoagnutefl 
diſpoſition by the greateſt ſun-ſhine of Gods molitender 
mercics. Rain you know will ſeldome ſtay upona ſtone, 
at leaſt it will not fink intoa one : even ſo Gods met 


cies cannot faſten onthe obſervation, ſettle in the men 
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efan hard and ſtony ſoule ; they flide away from it,as wa” 
ter from a {tone. However, they can make no more im- 
preſſion on irsaff.jons,thena Seale on wax whileſt hard* 

they cannot ſoak or ſink into its joy, love and admiration» 

Hardnes of heart begets unthankfulnes,and an hard heart is 
of a very baſe temper, itis an untractable, unteachable,ua- 

ſenſible, unflexable hear ,: and therefore ſo is an unthank-- 
full heart roo, 

Secondly, Ignorance is acauſe of unthankfulnes-: igno- 
ranceof our ſclves , of God , of his bleſſings. He that is 
ignorant of. his own weaknes ,. and unworthines.;, that 
knowsnot how unable he is-cithzr to.procure, or deſerve 
mercics, he that is ignorant.of- Gods providence, thar 
knows not what ſtroak. it hath in the managery. ef theſe 


inferiour things, can reach.no further then the Phariſc« 8. 


thankſgiving, Lake 18.11,12,14: Which indeed was no- 


thing, but a boalting , and crackmg of mercies. He that is, 


not {tuJied inthe excellency , and ſweetnes of bleſſings 
will quickly undervalue them ; and therefore be unthank- 


| full for them. Darknes and dimnes in the eys of our mind 
in diſcerning bleſſings, will be fellowed with a dumbnes. 


of the tongue, and a dcadnes of the heart , and aftcAtions in 
prailing God for them, Derry. 32.6. Doe yee thus requite. 
the Lord, © fooliſh people and. unwife 2- It is folly yand 
pnwiſedome that makes a people to requite the Lord un- 
thankfully. Now. iznorance wonderfully debaſcth the 
minde of man. Proverb. 19, ver/. 2, that the ſoule bce 
without knowledge is nor good ; itrenders a main brutiſh 

Pſalm 92.6. ef brutiſh man ';noweth not , neunher doth 
8 foole underftand ths, Plalm. 32. 9, Be mot as the horſe, 
or as the male which have ne xnderſtanding. To have no- 
underſtanding is to be asa horſe and the mule. 

. Thirdly, Unbelict is a cauſe of unthanktulnes ; for ic 
ſtayesand reſts upon a mans ſelf and the creature , and fo. 
Ropsall honour and glory from going-to God and Chrilt, 
Naw unbeclict is of all fins the. moſt dangerous , bccauſeir 
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15 the edge and ſting of all other (innes, that which ſhackles 


De. Thad the guilt of all ſinnes upon the conſcience, All finnes 
=” _ © damnable in their nature and deſert, but unbeleif makes 
M 'The . 


| 
hom to condema actually in regard of the event, Joh, z, | 
IS. 36, 

Fourthly, Want of the love of God is a cauſe of un. - | © 
thankfulanes, For how can he that dath not love Goda. | 
bove all be moredefirous and Rudious of Gods glory then 
his own good ? and can there be agreater (in of omiſſion | 
then not to love the ſupream and intinite good ? 

Fifthly, Pride is a cauſe of unthankfulnes , Hof, 1 3, 9,6, | 
T heir heart was exalted , therefore have they forgotme | 
and to be forgetfull is robe uachankfull. 2 Chron, 36, 2g, | 
Burt Hezekzah rendred not again, according to thebenet 
done to him, for hjs heart was lifted up. This dependance | 
of unthankfulneſſe upon pride, may be evinced from theſes | 
ewo reaſons, 
I The proud man underrates Gods mercies, as not an. 
{werable, or but anſwerable unto his own deſervings, 
Hence alſo is it, that he looks upon his afflitions , as-unde- 
ſerved, and therefore, as injuries , and conſequently upon 
deliverance from them nor as mercies, bur onely as a kinde 
of reſtitution and fatisfation : ſothat we may apply.unts, 
SE him that which * rarer informed Alexander witha« 
— _—_ Cir- aint Philetas. Alexander had pardoned Philorar, and | 
_ Craterus bears himin hand that Phzlotas will not bee(s 
thankfull tor his p:rdon, as angry at his accuſation, IJ | 
dam beneficia odimns , meruiſſe mortem confiteri pudet: 
ſmper:f ut mallet viders injuriam accepiſſe. quam-vitam, 
Secondly, A prous man will rob God of his honour | 
and arrogate it unto himſclf. 7 he proud ſcholler wil + 
ſcribe his learning unto his induſtry , the proud: ſouldier 
his viRtory unto his ſword, and prowes, the proud world 
ling his rickes unto his labour , and policy ; he will fact 
fice unto his nets, barnincenſe unto his drags,as if by rhem 
his porciun wete made fat , and his meat plentcous, __ | 
I, 19+ 


| 


pride is reckone 
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1.16, hewill ay in his heart, my power and the might of 
mine hand hath ou me this wealth. Dewtr, $.19.now 

| up Prov. 6. 16,17, amongſt the princi- 
pall objeRs of Gods hatred, and abomination, P/a/. ior. 


. 5, Him that hath an high look and a proud heart will I not 


{affer, or I cannor ſuffer, ( as Ai»/worth, and others reade 
it ) che word ſuffer is but ſupplied by the tranſlation , as 
being tobe underſtood, in the original tis only. Him that 
tathan high look, and aproud heart I will nor, or I cannot 
t Gods abrupt breaking off kis ſpeech denoteth the very 
kight of his indignation againſt an high look, and a proud * Dr. Don: 
heart, 1 Per.5.v. 5- God reliſteth theproud. Pride puts 
God upon adefenſive war it being an invaſion of , and an 
zfhultupon his Throne, and uſurparipn of his crown ,and 
the incommunicable prerogative thereof. 

Another cauſe of unthankfulnefle is envy , then which 
therecan hardly be a greater violation of the charity we 


- owetoour neighbour : ais a frerfull, ſullen, dogged ,and 


auling vice, rottennefſe unto the bones ſaith Solomon, 
tr&v.14: 30. And this baſe and unworthy fin doth al- 
Wayes produce ingratitude, The envious manundervalueth 
altharhe hath, becauſc he ſappoſcth it to be ſhort of what 

others have. He that hath an evill eye, a repyning heart, 

becauſe God is good to others {lights Gods goodnes to 

himſelf, and repays it with nothing , but diſcontent, and 

murmuring ; Which are excreamly contrary unto that joy Nor poteft 4u- 
contentation, and complacency in bleſſings which are #4 9 949 
lentiall unto thankſgiving. anaalsr ans 
Kitinvidere querentis & maſti eſtgratias agere gaudentis. Senec,de Benef. lib. z.c.3+ 
Omnibag his St Boop 4 malum eſt invidia que nos ing uietat,dum conpara> 
Hocmibi praſtitis, ſed iHi plus, ſed illi maturizs, Id. de Benet. lib, 2.c. 27, 28. 

Thelaſt cauſe of unthankfulnes we I wil make mention 
o& relpets theſe outward things, and it is covetouſnes, or 

greedines of our defires after them ; which is in P a#/s 
cenſureIdolatry, Colo, 3. 5. and in the account of all in- 

genuous men the molt ſordid of vices. Itariſeth from ſup- 

H 


poſals, . 


too) 
Poſals, and hopes of more good ;then it findes a1the er 
ment of them. When we kaveontdimed ourmoſt bound. 
lefle deſires, ike Lxiex 5 wedoe but embrace aclowd 4in- 
ſtead ot our d«fired ano, graſp a thaddow mikad of th 
ſolid comfert, and content which we protmuſtd unto our 
{lvcs: and this deceiving of'our .cxpeftations makes 
loath thoſe things which before we fo cagerly defired ay 
purſued, 2 Sams. 13.2, 15. at leafi. it abateth much ofa 
Valuation of chem, and conſyuquently of our thankfillnes fir 
* Non pdtitur them. * Beſides this. nordinagcenes of cur defiesmule 
aviditss quen- us ina fulllen neclet, and difcontent overlook and unde. 
quan ſe 814- prize the mary bleſſings which wehavetor the waty || 


TI, NuUn;uam k 
exim i once Which we crave and long after. 


be ſpci quod datur {avis oft Eo majors capimics 1quo majora venermat : mulrdne only 
zior eſt avaritia in magnarum opum congoſju collicata. Vt flunmamnifinito wow wi, 
quo eX Majore —_ emicuit., e/Eqze embitio-norpetitar. gu_nes :3then ronfars bs 
norum conguiieſcere qua quondam ejus fuit impudens worm. Nens git detri is; 
fed queritur quod 4. chad NS perdufize : nec bay grata eft þi degfi enſue 
Fus ; ne bicquidem ſatiar feume &ft. Ultra.ſe cupiditas porrigit @' felicitatem ſuby ua 
zntelligit : quia wonwhhide vhnerit 1eſpiets, ſel qu#1endar. Senec.'de-Benef. Hb; 2c27;78, 
Prater hanc cauſamati Roque ſits. qua molds merits norm oaguem maximus Wan. 
OMMIUM As foti nevis ſoneper a191diaati bus Acoupdii, Ow 921d bebramn felgud 
$amus mſpicrmus .Noun id quod eftſed.guod appetitur imeenti »Quicquid enim donuehynil 
eſt.Sequitur autem ut ubi quod acccperts leve novonum cup idizas fects, autor quoque rm 

t in pretio. Id. de Benef. Hd. 3-6-3. CaMncamemoria eft faruto.imminentuum. Id, bil, = 


_ Eaftly;fhalbfhew the baſenes ofunthankfulnefetrom 
the oppoſition which it bears umto-all fores., orkinded 
| zunto Virtue, Pleaſure,and Profit. 

Firft , from the oppofition it:bears unto-an/hondlt,o 
virtuous good; This-we have  implyed ar the vateruge 
\tiowof Adofes, Deurr, 32,6. concerning the 
sf 1fratl. Docyece thas requitethe Lortl>for it amennteth 
unto 2 ſharp reprehanſion, and way; be thus expreſſed, Arc 
yee notaſhamed:thus to requite the Lord?.: Nay irmuyde 
netecn deep (admirationat the-greatnes of their -fin, "Dee 
yee thus requite the Lord, that #8, i pt 


thould be ſo baſe and ule to-makelo bad, and ner” 
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' "returnumto God for his favours Þ But in the renainderof 


the verſe, we have their unthankfulnes aggravated from 

folly and injuſtice of it. Firſt from the folly of it; _ 
thus-requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe ? are 
yee ſofooliſh and unwiſe, thus to require him upon whoſe 
meer willand pleaſure depends all your good and happineg? 
Swxadly, from the injuitice of it : doe yee thus requite 
the Lord? is nor he thy Father, that hath bought thee, hath 
ke not made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee Þ The fweer name, 
and relation of a Father made good by the mercies of Crea- 


tion, PrelerVATION ain rcegceu - on 

4better requitall. The wonderfull obliquitte aud defor- 
mity of this ſin, is fer forth very Rherorically inthe Pro- 
phet 1/aiah cap. 1.verſe 2, 3,4 Where, fil, Goddecls- 
reth whercin the unchankfulncs of Fudeh and Fernſalom 
did ſtand. Firlt, they were peccant in requiral of mercics, 
I have nouriſhed and brought up children , and they ve. 


| belle againſt mee, ver/. 2, Secondly , they failed tn the 


obſervation of mercies, verſ.g. The Ox knoweth his ow- 
nerand the Af his maſters crib, bur tfracl docthnotknow, 
| plc doth not conſider, In the 4 verſe , Wee have 
(ok; cenfurecf them for their unthankfulnefſe, He cen- 
ſured them to be'a fiafull Nation , a People laden with-ini* 
quity,a ſeed of cvill doers, children that are corrupters, ts 
kave forſaken the Lord, to have provoked the holy One of 
Ira unto anger , to have gone away backward. In the 


. third verſe, you have a comparative cenſure of them 


for this their, unchankfulnes : It renders them worle then 
the Ox or Aſs. And laſtly, which is the greateſt amplit- 
cation that can be of its heynouſnes ; he brings in-God 
ſpeaking after the manner of paca., as if ke were affc&ed 
with wonder and ericke at their ingraticude. \ Fiſt, with 
Wonder and amazement. Heare © heavens and-give 'cate 


Oearth, verſe 2, God ſtantls as it he were-amared: that 


ſhould darc to commit. high and heynous 4 eriihe ; 
ad for it he arraigns then, - pa but 
3 
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(to. * note the horrour of the vice ) before the ſenfileſſs 
creatures, the heaven and the earth, thatall the corners and 
ercatures of the world may both'know and deteſt it, Liſt 
ly, verſc4. he makes as if God were erieved and troubled 
at it, it drawsSaſigh from him ;-ah, finfull nation, &c, 
To diſcover the heynouſnefle of this fin, we will take x 
view. of its both Formal and Caufal Obliquity, that which 
is found in it ſelb, and that which it cauſcrh-in otherfing, 
Eirſt, if we conſider it formally n it (elf, he obliquiy of 
it is vr Brady 9 
Firſt, againit Religion. To give thanks and praiſes, is 
honour and gloriie God, P/al. 50.23. and therefore hy 
the rule. of contraries , unthankfulnes- diſhonours Gol, 
Hence Pasl couples the hed genetying of God-withun 
thankfulonefle. They gloryfied him- not as God, neither 
were thankfull :- and indeed: it goes-about to rob God of 
the glory. of almoſt all his. ribans , Eſpecially of thar 
- darling attribute of his mercy -: in the diſpenfationand 
manifeſtation of which he eſpecially delighteth. 2fc;6:8; 
whoſe cfteAs are over all che works of his vther accributes. 
Which are equally infinite and glorious in himſelfe, 
Religion can hardly be violated by any thing more then 
by Idolatry, Herefie, Apoſtacy,. and all theſe are foiind in: 
unchankfulneffe unto God.. = 
Firſt, Idolatry for theunthankfull attribute merciesun- 
to Either themſelves or their fellow creatures ; and this it 
{cripture language is a ſacrificing unto their net , a burning 
of incenſe unto cheir drag. Hab..1..16. 
' Secondly, Hereſie , and one of the groſſeſt of Herefies 
Pelagiani/me. Whereupon , Proſper intituled his Poems 
azainlt the Pelagiavs , Contra 4ngrates , againſt theun- 
thankfull ,: thereby intimating , not onely that the Perl 
gians were unthankfull, butalſo that unthankfull perſons 
wereall in ſome reſpect Pelagians becaufe as Pelagior! 


they magnitied nature, ſelfe, their own deſers, ind ol 


_ 
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widebaſed Gods free grace and goodnes, 

Thirdly, Apoſtacy,God in 1/azab cap.1.v.2,3. accuſctly 
Lydah of ingratirude,and ver, 4. he cenſureth chem for ir,, 
tobe revolters and-back-fliders ; They have forſaken the 
Lord , they have gone a way backward. God chargeth 
the Jews , /er. 2. 5. that they were gone farre from- him, 
and he proves the charge from their unthankfulneſle, verſe 
6, becauſe they did not thankfully recognize this delive- 
rance of them our of Zgypt, neither ſaid they ,,where is 
the Lord that brought us up our of the land of Zgypr. 

Secondly, It is a cranſgrefſion againſt juſtice, for itis a 
refuſall to make payment of chat which we ow unto God 
za debt; itis a withholding of that rent and eribute,, 
which is due unto him for his mercies. This injuſtice of- 
uthankfulnefle is againſt a principle and law of nature, 
deeply engraven in the hearts of all men. The very. Ph;- 
lſftims prayed their Dagon for the deliverance of Sampſon 
intotheir hands, /#dg..16 23, 24. In Jonah cap. 1.16, you: 
have heathenifh mariners off. ringa ſacrifice unto the Lord,. 


for cling a tempeſt.to ceaſe, And.as for unthankfulnes Keckerm,. as - 


towards men,. it hach-been-declined by. the worſt of men. Monarckia 
Even Publicans and Sinners , faith our Saviour ; love and Perfarum. 
doe gogd to thoſe who love and doe good to them, Lukes . *' 

6.:2'23, Zexaphon relates,that it wasa crime actionable z. * Senec de 


wd ſeverely puniſhable amongſt the. Perfians. And Sexe- Benef, 1. 3.c.6, 


«* intimareth as much concerning the Macedonians, In- , 
deed he himſelfe thought it not fir that it ſhould be im- Woe p rr" 
pladed, and fined with any fer mulct ; but it was not oat: (1; diffciti eſe 
ef any favourable opinion that hee had thereof, neither ſer incerr# rei 
lth he, abſolve we the ſame; but whercas the judgement eftimario, 1a1- 
ofathing uncertain is ditficult , we have only condemned #7, 94io dom- 
twithhatred, and left it among thoſe things , which we ,,, rot: 
refer to the juſtice and judgement of the gods. The ſame. mus, ques! 
ahor hath a very remarkable ſtory of the ſeverity of Phj- vindices deso 
by of Maceden upon a Souldier , that moſt ungratefully 1th, 
| tadbegg'd thelands of one who had ſaved his life , and.** _ 
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very hoſpitably had entertained and relieved him, 


ke was (hipwracktand caſt away at Sea z he was (@ dif. 
pleaſed with himthac he commanded P a»/an;as to bran 
him in che forchead, ro witneſle chat he wagan ungray 
gueſt. The injuſtice of our unthanktulnes is, you ſee, wry 


then Heatheniſh, nay tis. more then bruciſh, 4/ai, 431 28 


The beaſts of the ficld ſhall honour me, the Dragons ang: 
the Owles, becauſe I give waters in the wilderneſie, ang - 
rivers in the defart. The Storkes doe nourithand ax. 


ry their Dammes by whom they are bred, and fed, God 
hath nouriſhed us,and brought us up as children, and yet 
we have rebelled againſt him. 1/as. 1.2. 1he Ore knows 
eth his owner, and the AE his maſters Crib, butwe 
(like Iſrael) doe not know, doe not conſider, verle 4. F+ 
mousg is the ſtory of Androdws whom the Lyon faved fy 
pulling the ſtub our of his foot, God hath pulled theſting 
of fin out of our ſoales, and what coldnetle or remifneks 
of love , and zeale for him, and his love, have wee a 
{wered it with? When Sabine by the commandof 7 
berins was put to death, his Dog exprefled a verygrue- 
kull reſpe unto hirm , hee lay downe by his dead body, 
brought to his mouth the bread that was given him :an 
when he was caſt into Ther, the violence of the wares 
deterred him not from doing his laſt office unto his Mu 


ſer; for heleap'dafter him, to keep him up that w__ | 


not ſinke tothe botrome. This poore bcaſt hazarded 
life for his which may very wcli put us unto the 
bluſh, who are very loath to venture a-'y thing forthe 
ry, cauſe,and Church of God, and Chriſt. Not endy 
bur the leaſt threats and frownes,of great men 
the reproaches of the vileſt, and moſt contewptible 


men, ſtartle us from not oncly the performance, but ab | - 
profeſſion of thoſe reſpeRts which Gods benefits chuleng Þ| 


atour hands, | of 
Thirdly, it is a tranſgreffion azainft Charity, a violation 
of that tove we awe unto God, Firſt, of the lorefu 
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2nd defire, * For by that we give our ſclves-unto thi 6 
_ on ar thing which is b<loved ; and the unthankfull agbawn « 
man deraineth himſelfe from God and Chriſt, and yeelds ;, ,wuwm 
himſel{e up.unto- his luſts anJ-corruptions.. Secondly, it Guliel.Paris 
15a violation. of the love of Complacency, or delight ; be - de legibus, 
cauſe it hinders that joy and: deiight in the gifts of God, P-'9- 
and in God:the giver, which they and he deſerve. Laſtly, 


 &i$a violation of the love of RBenevolence, which is deti- 


ned by D* *e Lanes our of the Schoolmen, to be anaffeRti=, 
an whereby we yceld or reſigne up our whole ſelves aoto ;vjewiie oft af- 
Gog,, whereby we will.and endeavour that all. things fef#us quo nos 
he given or carried unto him, Which appertain unro his /_ > 4 
mus, volu- 


Laſtly, itis a tranſgreſſion againſt Fidelity, a breaeh of), 5 ie nnd” 
Fm oro A been ſealed bromia God and us af —_ 
inqur Baptifme,and the Supper. of the Lord, For that is a que ferrinens 
Covenant, as I have ſhewed already, as of mercy on Gods 44 cj g/ori8; 
part, ſo of gratitude on,our part. Our unthankfulnes then 4 EE 4 
& | — KCpr.10.35.. 
Kin Godsaccount a double ſinne , not onely a deviation pedul. theol. 
framhis Law, bur alſoan infringement of our own volun- li.zc.7. Thef. 
nary coygnant and engagement,and t! erfore accompanied 33» 

Wihfalfhood, and a:kind-of perjury unto heaven. 

And this of the formall obliquity of anthankfulneſle,. 

hich receives .much aggravation from: the perſons in. 
whomit is their-qualicy, :the - cauſes which they haye for, 

andthe meanes which they have of thankfulnes, 'T he un- * Dice ggorys-- 
Hankfulnes of men is of a deeper guilt then that of De- b3-,quonzgm.pro 
vils, becauſe men are unthanktull tor the patience and 99 /apere,nubil. 
ng-ſuff-ring of God,fer the blood of Jeſus Chrift;mer- 32 Her | 
cesnever vouchlafed to Devil-, The'* unthankfulnes of j, 1, Game 

people is of a greater demerit then-that of aliens. in h»minibus 


| : Inthar charge of ingratitude upon 1frael, 'Hof.'2:8: Shee converſionic 


did not know that I gave her corne, and wine, and oyle, {14dmodum 
and multiplied ber gold, and-ſilverz8c, Interpreters ob- $54 
irc, thac the wW $be is emphaticall, and ferveth mach ricordiis, Ei 
Waggrarate the iſmne , that She , unto whom Gedthad Serm.2.. 
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committed his Oracles, given his love, ſent his Prophets, * - 


ſhould bcreave him of the honour of his bencfites, wa 
an offence by farre more heynous, then if it had been done 
by the Heathen, who had only the light of Nature, ard 
the Book of the Creatures for their inſtruction, 

A word next of the cauſall obliquity of unthankfy. 
neſle , that which it cauſeth in other ſinnes,and that hoth 
as : phyſicall or working, and as a morall or metitorioy 
cauſe, | 

Firſt, it hath a Phyſtcall influence in the increaſe of fin: 
for itdiſpoſerh and prepareth che minde of man, forewen 
the moſt unvacurall ſinnes ; a ſoule prophaned and polls 
red cherewith, will notſcruple at the height of miſchick, 
The deſpifingof the riches of Gods goodneſk, and (or. 
bearance, and long-ſuftering, is in the fifth verſe followed 
* Eruas homj- * With hardnes and an impenitent heart. Jn all times (faih 
eide,tyranni, Seneca) there will bee Murderers, Tyrants, Theeves, A- 

fures,adulterty qylterers, Robbers, Sacrilegions perſons, and Traytors, 
pwn ook and the leaſt of all theſe is the ungratefull man, Hee 
Gals omni: {peakes of ingratitude towards man, but then he pats in 
ingratus eſt,nifi an exception, Ntfs quod omnia iſta ab ingrato anigge ſu, 
quod om ifte xe quo vix ullun magnum facinns accrevit, exceyt it 
@b ingrato @1t- (+ 211 cheſe come from ingratitude, without whichſcare 
me any evill enterpriſe hath been plotted, or performed, 
mem facinus Though he choughe ingratitude to be abſolutely interion 
gecyevit.Sen. unto thoſe horrible vices, yet he thought again, that in 
de Benet.lib. this reſpe, ſo farre forth as it was their cauſe and ſemins 
aphid, ry, it was ſuperior unto them all. 
The ground of this influence of unthankfulnes upone 
ther ſinnes, is its. nature, For atmain part of it is 11 
undervaluation of mercics , which are of all othersthe 
moſt kindly, and powerfull, both motives unto duty, and 
diflwalives from fin. | 
Is .it any wonder that they ſhould run intoall exce 6d 
ſinne, whotrample under their feer che moſt pretiousme' 
cies of God, who deſpiſe the riches of his agg = 
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bearance, and longſuffering, not knowing that the good- 
nes of God leadeththem ro repentance, asfor paſt fins, ſo 
to caution and reſolution againſt future ſins, 

Secondly, unthankfulnes hath a morall and meritorious 
juflaence upon the increaſe of ſinne by aggravating, and 
ripening other finnes, 

Firſt, it aggravates other ſins,and makes them more ſin- 
fall then otherwiſe they would be. What more frequent 
with the holy Ghoſt in the aggravation of any finne, then 
to infiſt upon this conſideration, that it is accompanied 
with unthankfulnes ? Demr. 32.5, 6, 7, &c. 2 Sam. 12: 
8,9. Mich. 6. 3, 4,5. A greater meaſure of unthankful- 
nes makes the eſtate of an Apoſtate more dangerous and 
deſperate then of a ſimple alien, or unbelcever, And what 
but it, will make it at the day of judgement more collera- Matth.s. 
ble for Tyre and Sydoz : for the land of Sodom, then for 
Corazin, Berhſaida, Capernaum, Cities honoured with 
the preſence, preaching, and *miracles ot Chrift.. Their 
lves-were in all probability as bad, it not worſe then 
theſe, and therefore why ſhould their account, and pu- 
niſhment bee lighter, bur becauſe the mercies they en- 
joyed were much lefſe, and fo anſwerably their unthank- 


- fulneſſe, 


' Secondly, becauſe it aggravates other ſinnes, hightens 
their guile and demerit,thereforeit ripens themgand makes 
themarive more ſpeedily unto a fulnefſe, then otherwiſe 
they would. 1t makes them like Summer fruits, which are 
the firſt ripe fruits, Amos 8. 1, 2. The ſinnes of 1fracl and 
Judah were ſooner ripe then thoſe of the Amorices , and 
thercaſon was, becauſe the blcflings of MNra.l were more 
pretious , Pſalm 147. 19, 20. and thercfore their un- 
thankfulnes more heinous. Why doth judgement begin 
irſtar the Houſe, the Church of God, 1 Pet. 4 17. but 
becauſe their ſins are more aggravated from, and rip. ned 
by unthanktulnes, then the finnes of others, as being uin- 


derand againſt greater mercies then are granted unto the 
reſt 


k 
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».Gataker, 


_. .. 
reRot mankinde. 


Secondly, unthankfulnes carrieth oppofitionunto the 
ſecond forr, or kind of goodnes, Pleaſure or delight. $yi. 
ricuall joy, you have heard, is a cauſe of thankeſgiving, and 
by the ſame reaſon the ſorrow or ſadnefle of the ward, 
2: Cor.7.10, is acauſe of unthankfulnes,. nay. joy is an ig. 
gredicnt.or part of thankeſgiving. Pſalm 33-1. and there. 
tore want of joy belengs formally unto unthankfulne,, 
Ignorant perſons are alwayes unthankfull: for ignorance, 
as I have ſhewed atlarge, is a cauſe of unthankfulnes. Noy 
18norance is it Scripture compared unto darknes, which * 
uſually tigureth. a fad and uncomfortable ſtate or condit. 
on. The uacthanktull perſon walkes in darkaeſk, and hat 
no light, that is, no ſolid joy, peace, or comfort, 1/ai, 50, 
10, We<ll he may havea ſenſuall, or carvall ;oy, begorts 
by the naturall effes of outward blcflings ; but. thats 
las, is bur a falſe and deceirtull joy,full of vanity andemp 
tincſle ; and becauſe joyned with a guilty and trembling 
conſcience, full alſo of vexation of ſpirit, * well it nuy 
likea little counterfeit complexion, , alter the look, and 
ſmooth the. face outwardly, but ic can never through 
fill, or truly cheere up the ſoulcinwardly. 

Finally, unthankfulneſle beares oppoſition unto aprot- 
table good, as being a very dangerous cvill, and the dat- 
ger of it wilappeare from the terrible.threacnings azank,, 
and dreadfull ppniſkmenes of unthankfulnefle which ue . 
recorded-in Scripture, 7er.13.16. Giveglory tothe Lord 
your God, before he cauſe darknes, and before yourket * | 
ſtumble upon the mountains, and while ye look for light, , 
he turn itintothe ſhadow of death. Capernaum by met: 
cies exalted unto-heaven,. was by unthankfulnes brougt 
down to hell, Mat. 11.22. Becauſe the Gentiles glowbed 
not God, neither were thankfull, God gave them vp to 
vile affe@tions, unnaturallluſts , and a reprobate min 
Roama-1. 21, &c, Were they for their ingratitude gil ' 
over to.ſuch hozrible uncleanneſle, O then rowha ar | 
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neſſe of heart, and ſearednes or cauterizednes of conſcience 


ſhalwe be;left unto for ours? Were the ſonnes of Nature 
thus puniſhed for being unthankful but for the light of na- 


tare, what ſeverity then may we expe who pretending 


our ſelves to be the ſonnes of grace ,are unthankfull tor 
che glorious light of the Goſpel? Part of the Argument 
which. P a4 uſeth to prove, that in the laſt daycs perilous 
times, ſhall come , is becauſe men ſhall be unthankful, 
23T im, 3.1, 2. Unthankfulnes makes the times perilous. 
Now. the ground or reaſon of chis rigour towards ingra- 
titude is, becauſe God wil fome way or other be gloritied 
þyps : for his glory is the ſupream end of all that weare, 
2nd have, and thereforejt we doe noc glorific him ative. 
ly by our thankes and praiſes, we ſhallglorific him paſſive- 
ly by our ſufferings, we ſhall contribute to his glory, if 
not with our ſongs here on earth, with howling, weeping 
and gnaſhingof teeth in hell. 

Burt ſhall make a more full and particular proofe of 
the perill of unchankfulnes,from the chreatnings and pu- 
giſhmencs of all the feverall pares-thereof. Secondly, by 
inſtancing in fuch puniſhments as relate unto mercies, to 
wit, removalt of, or a curſe upon mercies already .en- 
joyed ; and thirdly, a with-holding of ſych as are deſired 


and expected, 


Firlt from the threatnings againſt, and puniſhments of 
all the ſeverall Parrs,or degrees of unthankfalnes, Firft,the 


 - not obſerving .of mercies, P/alm 28. 5. 1/as. 5, 12,13, 


Secondly,theaſcribing them ynro our ſclves, or receiving 
and cquntenancing, others .aſcribing themunto us..Herod 
ws {mitten by the Angel of the Lord, and eaten of 
wormes, becauſe he gave not God the glory of the elo- 
quencefor which -the people magnifted, and even deified 


_ kim. ſs 13,23. Thirdly,theforgetfulnes of mercies,or 


of God their donor, 1 Saw. 12.9. P/alm 106,321,322, 
23. Jer. 2:6,7,8,9. Hoſe. 13.6,7,8. Forgerfulnes of'be- 
nefirs is ſo horrid a fin, as'thatfor itthe Lamb of God be- 
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comes 25 a Lion, as aLeopard, asa Beare thaa is bereqyey: 
of her Whelps. - God our mercifull Father becomes 4 
wrathfull and revengefull Judge , our Creator and Pre. 
ſerver falls to frending of the=caule of our: hearts, tods 
vouring and tearing of us. Fourthly, the under-valuation 
of mercies, 1 Sam. 2. 30, They that deſpiſe me ſhall 
be lightly cſteemed: and whoſoever deſpiſcth the gifts 
God, deſpiſcth the love and good will of God the giyer 
Rom. 2. 4; 5. He that deſpiſeth the riches of Gods good: 
nes, forbearance, and long-ſuffering, treaſureth up ant 
himſclfe wrath againſt the day of wrath. Pſalms 106; 14, 
26,27 Becauſe liracl deſpiſed the pleafant land* of (z 
naan, therefore God lifted up his hand againſt them to 6. 
verthrow them in the wilderneſſe, &c. Laſtly, a non 
requitall, or an ill requitall of - benefits. Firſt; a-non-re- 
quitall,2.(hron.32; 25. Hezekiah rendred not againao 
cording to the benefit done unto him : -for his heart wx 
lifred up; therefore there was wrath upon him;-and upon 
Judahand Jeruſalem. If publicke perſons doe not make 
retributionunto God for his- mercies, it drawes downe 
from heaven-not only perſonall, but alfo nationall plagues 
The Fig-tree that beareth not fruit, doth but cumberthe 
ground. .and therefore is to be cut downe,jz Linke 13.7; 
Theflothfull and unproficable ſervant that did hide his ts 
lent in the earth, that did not improve and imploy his 
gifts and mercies-for the praiſe of God , Was to bee alt 
out into utter darknes, where ſhall bee weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth, ILarrch.25. 3o. Secondly, an uit reque 
tall of bleſſings, Prov. 17.1 3. Whoſo rewardeth evillfor 
good, evill not depart from his houſe. Whoſcevet 
rewardeth evill for good roman, much more to God. In 
the words,we have a doubke extent of the puniſhmentd 
rendring evill for good. One in regard of time howlong 
it fhall laſt : ic ſhall not onely light or ſcaze upon him,and 
his Family, but ir ſhall never depart-from his houſe. 4 


nather extent of the puniſhment is, in regard of the 9+ |} 


i; 


or 
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. && how farre it ſhall reach 3 not to his own perſon one-- 


ly, bur to his whole Houſe and Family, Evill ſhall nor de-- 


part from his Houſe. The carth which drinketh in the. 


rain that cometh oft upon it, the heart that is plentifully 
watered from heaven with raine, as of Ordinances, ſo 
of mercies, and bringeth nor forth hearbs meet for them 
by whom it is dreſſed, bringeth not forth fruits of' well- 
doing, fruits worthy of repentance, but beareth thornes, 
and bryers, is fruitfull in nothing, but luſts and corrupti- 
ons, ſuch gn heartisrezeRted , and is nigh unto curſing, 
whoſe end is to bee burned , Hebr. 6, 7, 8. Ezra 9. 
13, 14, 

Secondly, the danger of unthankfulnes may be proved 
by-inftancing in ſuch puniſhments thereof, as relare unto 
mercies, to wit, firſt, a Removal of, or ſecondly a curſe up- 
on mercies already enjoyed, and thirdly,a with-holding of 


| {uchasare defired,or expeRed. 


Firſt, God puniſheth unthankfulnes by removall of 
mercies already enjoyed, In Exod, 14. 21. Weread of a 
firong Eaſt wind that dryed up the red Sea in a night. 
Vato which I conceive Bernard did allude, when he (aid; 
Ingratitudo eff ventus urens, & ſiceans ſibi fontem pieta« 


th, rorem miſericordie , finents gratis: Ingratitude is. 


2winde that burnes and dryes up the fountaine of piety, 
dew of mercics,and ſtreames-of grace. The Rivers it they 
did not disburden themſelves into the Sea, the chiete 
mother of all waters, would ſoon grow dry; and fo ſhould 
we be quickly empty of all mercies and comforts, it wee 
doc not empty our ſoules in the - praiſes of Gods good- 
nes,whence as from an infinite Oceau,all our mercies, and 
comforts flow, . ſhe ſlothfull ſervant had his Talent t2- 
ken from him, becauſe out of an unthankfull negle&, he 
buricd it,and did nor uſe and improve it for the glory of 
God, and good of his Church. MMatth.2 5: 24. &c. From 
him that hach not ſhall be caken away even that which he: 
tath, verſe 29, that is, Gods gifts ſhall bee taken ng: 
rom -: 


ſuper Cant-. 


Rivet, Down- 
ham upon the 
place. 


Z anchy, Pa- 
reus , Rivet, 


rows in loc. 


Downham, But- 
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from him, that doth not thankfully and ciligently \mplay 


them. Hoſ 4.7. As they were increaſed, (o they ſinneda. 


gaialt me : therefore will I change their glory into ſhame. 
W here we have theunthanktulnes of the Prieſts of 1a, 
and Gods puniſhment therept, 

Firſt, their unthankfulnes, as they were increaſgd , t 
Wit, 1-che outward bleſſings of this life, honours, riches, 
ſo they ſinned aggiaſt me : that is, by ſo. much the more 
they (tinned againſt me;che more I multiplied my b 
upon them, the more they multiplied their ſans againlt we, 

decondly, Gods puniſhment of this their unt 
Therefore will I change their glory into ſhame , thatis, | 
will take away thoſc bleſſing, wherein they glory, ar! 
will take away that glory wherein they increaſed, and 
thereby expoſe them co ſhame and reproach, But the fu 
leſt and plaineſt place that we have for this is, Heſ.2.8g, 

Where Iſracl is by God accuſed of unthankfulneſl ,axd 
for it threatned with deprivation of thoſe mercies forwhich 
the was unthankfull., | 

Firſt, ſhe is charged with unthankfulnes, as Giles 
three parts of thankſgiving, Obſervation, Confeſſion, K+ 


tribation, firſt ſhe did not obſerve Gods mercies at lat + 


as his gitts , ſhe did not know thar I gave her :Gom and 
Wine, and Oyle, and multiplied her Silver and Gold, v4, 
Secondly, ſhe was ſo farre from confcfling God to betie 
atichor of them , as that he aſcribed them uato'her Idols 
as the beſtowers of them. My lovers give me my Bread 
and my Water, my Wool, and my Flax, my Oyleandiy 
Drink, v,5.ſecondly, unto her ſelf as the deſerver ofthen 
v.12.theſe are my rewards that my lovers, mine Idolsbar 
given mee for my worſhip and ſervice of them. 

Laſtly, ſhe was ſo ſhort of requital , as that ſheabuſel 
Gods mercies againſt him, unto the extream difhonour 


him: :ſhe migimployed them about the worſhip ofwe | 


bominable Idol , multiplyed her filver and:gold , whid 
they prepared for Baal; that is , cither bo Een 
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kim, or to make him oft , or-to deck and adorn him with. . 
In thenineth verſe, God threatnerh 7/-ae! to bercave her 
of thoſe mercies , for which (hee was thus unthankfull, 
Therefore will I return and take away my Corn in the 
time thereof , and my Wine in the ſeaſon thereof ; and 
will recover my Wool and my Flax given to cover her na- 
kedneſſe. In which words, this ſcvere handling of them 
for their unthankfulneſſe is amplified and juſtified; Firſt, 
amplified by , firſt a compariſon of it, with Gods former 
difpenfations unto chem. Secondly,from the unexpeRted- - 
neſſe thereof, Firſt, by a compariſon of it with Gods for= 
mer diſpenſations unto them , which is infinuated 1n the 
word tranſlated : [will retarn,to wit, intoa way of judge- 
ment,I will take a new courſe with her, Firſt,1 dealt wich 
herin a way of ſeverity , and then upon her ſeeming and 

fattering repentance or humiliation, I berook my ſelf ro 

a way of mercy: but her unthanktfulneſſe will drive me in- 

toa way of jadgement again : therefore I will return. Un- 
thankfulneſle alters the manner of Gods' dealing with his 

people : puts him out of his ſweer and loving wayes of 
mercy into the ſevere, ſharp, & ſower ways of judgement, 
&uniſhment.Secondiy,from the unexpeRtednes of it, Iwil 
take away my Corn in the' time thereof, my. Wine in the 

{aſon thereof; that is, my Corn in the time of harveſt,my 

Wine inthe 'time of Vintage), a&if he (huuld have ſaid, [ 

Will take away their mercies (for Corn and Wine by a ſy- 

nechdoche ſtand for all other mercies ) when in regard of 

meurall, and ſecond cauſes they make full , and certain ac-. 
count of enjoying them moſt, Unthankfulnes wilſtripus,of 
mercyes, when weare confident of havinz them, Ic will 
tkeaway our Corn art the harveſt,our Wine at the vintage: 

rwill fink' a ſhips in the harbour , ie will caſt us into 
(hghts in the fulnefle of our ſufficiency. Job 20. 22. It 
will raife War when we think our peace firme;, and-un-. 
tikeable : it will ſnatch viRory our' of our halls When: 
Wideemarroverthrow impoffible, Fer, 37;"r0: it will 
{hipwarck 


(64) 


\hipwrack aChurchor State , when it even toucheth the 
ſhore of peace and ſafety : it will drive us. back into the 
wilderneſle, when we are in fight of Canaas, 

Of chis ſeverity of God towards 1/rae! we have next 
a-juſtifcation taken from the in,ultice of her unthankfyl. 
neſk, and that is ſignified 

Firſt, by the pronoune , My. My Corn, my Wine, 

Wool, my, Flax, From this we may infer, That God ud 
an abſolute ſupream and ſoveraign property in their mer- 
cies, Which by their unthankfulnes they defrauded himof, 
and devided between themſelves and their Idols, This 
alſo may be gathered from the rwo firſt Verbs of the tex 
rendered in our tranſlation, I will return, and takeawy, 
For the former of them by an uſuall Hebraiſme, as Tr. 
melins, and after him River conjeRure , hath the natur, 
and force of the Adverb again, ſo that both Verbs mayh: 
expreſſed in one, I will reſume, or receive, take again into 
mine hands my Corn, and Wine , &c. As if ke ſhould 
have (aid, I will claim or challenge as mine own thoſemer- 
cies which you have denyed to have received of me,which 
you have abuſed againſt mee. When God takes away met- 
cics from the unthankfull, it is bat areal — 
enging or reſuming of his own right. But molt clatly 
may the injuſtice of anchankfulnetſe be concluded from 
the word here rendred, Recover , which ſignifteth with 
ſtrong hand to pluck away from one that which he injil- 
ly poſſeſleth, When God takes away mercies from the 
unthankfull, he doth but recover them as out of the hands 
of uſurpers. 

For firlt,unthankfulneſle is a kinde of ſpirituall theft.be- 
cauſe that wherein it principally conſiſteth , atcribution 
bleſfings unto either our ſelves or others , is a moſtingll 
invaſion or intruſion upon, and uſurpation of that which 
ſolely Gods right. However then che unthankful may kat 
2 jult title unto the creatures, and bleſſings they enjoy 


fobe truc and Jawfull owners of them : they are _ 
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pers of, and intruders upon the praiſe, honour, and glory 


Secondly, unthankfulnes makes a forfeiture of mercies, 
wbeing a denyall of that fealty and homage, and withhol- 
ding of chat rent which Gods expedts from them. Juſtly 
then may God deal with the unthankfull, as Land-lords in 
the like caſe with their tenants , make an entry upon their 
mercies and quite diſpoſe of them. 

Thirdly, however we cannot fay abſolutely ,that the un- 
thankfull are uſurpers of ,and intruders upon the creatures, 
and mercies which they enjoy as having no right unto 
them : Yer we may fay it comparatively , in compariſon of 
tat higher ticle, which the chankfull have in Chrſt Jeſus: 
they have not ſuch a ſanRtified renewed and comfortable 
cate in them as they. And this onely was meant in thoſe 
apreſſions of the yFalder/es , Wickliffe and John Huſ- 
{, which the Papiſts of old charged with hereſie, And 
thus alſo the learned River qualifieth and allayeth a ſcem- 
ingrigid expreſſion of Peter Mowlin in his Anatomy of 
Arminaniſme , which Corvinus accuſeth as treaſonable 
md deſtruive of propriety ; and thus alſo might the Pz- 
pls interpret, if they had bur common and ordinary can- 
dor; What Gerſon, Conradus and ſome of the Sorbonit 
ke written concerning that which they call Dominiunz 
gutificum, Butnow it we tranſlate this Verb gs Hirroms 
andothers doe, 1 Well free and ſer at liberty my Wool and 
m Flax,&c. ſo it hath rcference co priſoners and bond- 
uves ; and from it we may gather , chat there is in un- 
thankfulneſſe a kinde of injuſtice, and cruclty towards the 
pood creatures and mercics of Gud : by it they are impri- 
loned, and manacled in a kinde of bondage,to be dclivercd 
from which they doe, as it were groan aid cry, 

By what hath been ſaid in opening of this place of ſcri- 
pture,you have at large ſeen how juſtly C104 may rake away 
mercies from the unthankfull, W hy, it is bur a receiving, 
areluming, a challenging and claiming of his own, arecv- 

K very 
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very of his right , a making of an entry upon that wks. 
by ingratitude forfeited , a deliverance of the SY 


and abuſed mercies-of God into a kinde of freedome, * 


iS applyable unto ingratitude, which is by ſome wm 
-. of P Jrrbus and Hanibal, that they knew how LOconquer 


but had no skill to keep, uſe, and improve theirconquly 
Unthankfulnes will daſh the moſt hopetull beginung 
deliverance and reformation 3; it Will throw away may. 
ſtant that whuch 2 people have a long time moſt valia 


tought tor with men, and moſt zealouſly wreſtled for, 


prayer unto God. The deliverance Which we this dy, 
lebrate , coſt you many bitter rears, many fervent pryen 
much pretious blood, tor it you have hazardcd all thug 
der tic Sunne was deare unto you.But now your yotal 
fulnefle wil be a grave untoall thoſe mercics and 

which you. reape by vercue of this deliverance; ityil 
make your laſt ſtate worſe then your firſt ; it willad: 
your preſervation to be but a reſervation of yoytoamge 
calamitous condition , then that which you feared jaty 


time. of your greateſt danger and extremity z it wills | 


duce you to ſuch ancftate as the Sagantine Embaſdoyn 
ſaid they were in after the recovery of their Town, 4i 
hoc retratli ex diſtantibus locts in ſedems antique wit 
bamur, ut iterum periremus, (+ alternum excidiunpuric 
videri mms, Wee ſeemed to bee brought home from the 
places of our exile, for noother purpoſe, burto be ray! 
a ſecond time, and to behold. another funerall and dev 
lation of our Town and Country. - 
Secordly , unthankfulneſfe brings a curſe , poyſon,uot 
pollution upon all our mercies, it rotsand-putrifieth th, 
mak:s tem like the waters of a Pond, or {tanding FoWl 
which having no intercourſe with the Sea,ndr ſupply{iot 
ſprings, as it is by the heat of the Sanne gol 
by Vapours either extraordinarily diminiſhed ard» 
gether dryed up ; ſo howſoever it is- corrupted 20 
grows ſtinking and unſavory, God will nor looked 
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aour of his benefits that he beſtoweth upon us, but will 


ſome way or other be glorified by them, 

"If wedoe notglorific his mercy , whileſt he beſtoweth 
them as bleſſings , he will glorihe his juſtice by altering 
their nature , and turning them into curſes , Aal. 2. 2. It 
yeeWill not lay it to heart, to give glory to my name, faith 
the Lord of Hoſtes, I will even ſend acurſe npon you , and 
will curſe your bleſſings ; yea, I havecurſed themalready 
becauſe you doe not lay it to heart. Mercies received with 
thankſgiving are ſanftificd , . 1 Tims. 4. 45, therefore by 
the rule of contraries, mercies received with anthankfall 
harts are unſan&ified , and accurſed unto us ; and what 
that is, you may gather from that I have delivered concer- 
ning the ſanRification of mercies, 

irt, Then mercies are a curſe unto us, when they are 
diabled from yeelding forth their naturall cftets ; when 
theLand doth not yeeld her increaſe , neither the Trees 
of the Land their fruit, Levit. 26. 20, 26. when the Floore, 
and the Wine-preſle cannot fced us, Hoſ.g.2. Heſc4.10. 
When as Job ſpeaks, we bein (traits, in the fulneſle of our 
ufficiency, Job 20.22, When we Sow much and bring in 
lttle, when weeateand have not enough, when we drink 
butare not filled with drink ;cloath us but are not warme, 
earn mo co put it into a bagg With holes. Hags, 1. 
verſ, 6, 

Secondly , Mercies that are unſandtified and accurſed 
mto us proceed bur from a common and ordinary ground, 
the generall providence of God which maketh the Sunne 
toriſe on the cvill and the good , and ſendeth raine on the 
Jultand unjuſt, Marr. 5.45. They come but from the pa- 
tence and forbearance of God , like the Dyer, Lodgings, 
and other accommodations which are indutged unto a 
condemned priſoner untill execution, nay ſometimes they 
we g1/en in wrath , as Quayles and a King were to1ſrael, 
Nums,11.0.33. Hoſ.1 3.2.11. to fatten againſt the day of 


laughter, and render the more inexcuſable. 


K 2 Thirdly, 


a-Nibil eque 
concordiam hu- 
mani generis 
diſſociat, ac di- 
ftrabit, quam 5 
boc viHiume 
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Thirdly, mercies are unſan&ified, and accurſed mtg us 


when they reach bur naturall efteRs, when they advance 


us not as much as one ſtep or degree towards heaven, to. 
wards union and communion With the God of heaven 
when they makeno ſpirituall diſcoveries of him, nor pro- 
yoke unto any obedience unto him , when they promote 


not our ſanification, and ſpirituall conſolation : but 14. 


ther work cff-s quite contrary,increafe of ſin, and vers. 
tion of Spirit. T zl tells us out of P/:»y, that in a cr. 


tain Countrey drought ſtirreth up dirc, and rain duſt, Nox 


ro diſpute the truth of the rclation, give me leave togp. 
ply it ro my purpoſe Unthankfulnefle hath made the 
mercics of God to bring forth in us effes as unſurahle 
to their nature, as moiſture to drought, and: duſt toraine, 
It hath made the Goſpel the favour of death unto death; 
it makes mercics to have ſuch an influence upon us, as the 
ſhining of the Sunne on clay, and on a dunghill, it degets 
hardnesof heart, and raifethup the noyſome ſteem, and 
exhalations of ſtinking luſts,it makes our table to become 
a ſnare before us,and that which (þould have beenforour 
wellfare, to become atrap, P/alm 6g: 22, It coruptsour 
riches , and makes themas thorns to pierce us thorough, 
with many ſorrowes, it poyfoneth our honours anddy. 
nitics, and makes them ſwell and break us with prideand 
ambition, it ſowreth and imbirrerethall our pleaſures, and 
makes them as uncomfortable and as undelightſome, z 
the mulicke of a Trumpet at an Afize unto a condemned 
priſoner. 

Thirdly, unthankfulnes with-holds mercies deſired, 
and expeRed.. Gratiarum ceſſat decurſus , ubi recurſu 
0x fuerit. The courſe of Gods favours ceafe, where ther 
is nota return of them by our gratitude. #: Nothing (faith 
Seneca) ſo much diffolveth and breaketh cff mensfricnd- 
ſhip, as this vice of ingraritude : and why may we notap- 
ply to it that which is affirmed, 1/as. 59: 2, Of all inqu- 


tiesand ſinnes whatſoever ; that they ſeparate deter 
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God and us ,"and hide his face from us, that hee will not 

heare. Unthan\fulnes incerrupts, though not Gods love 

of intention, Whica is unchangeable, yee his love of exe- 

cution, as alſo his love of complacency, or delight, it. isa- 

barre, or obſtacle unto the effets and flowings of Gods. 

bounty; it doth as it werecloſe Gods eyes,ſhut his hands 

zpainſt our wants, and ſtop his cares againſt our cries and. 

prayers. And indeed with what face can an unthankfull 

wretch begge new favours of God, who hath negleRed,. 
forgotten,{lighted,and moſt miſerably perverted and abu- 

ſed old ones > Unto® Bernard it ſeemes a peece of cle- de f pron hoe 
mency to deny the requeſts. of the ungratefull , leſt: they ;; en: viderw 
ſhould be ſo much che more heavily and rigorouſly cenſu- ingrarti; negere 
red, and judged for unthankfulnes by how much the more quod poſtulart : 
they ſhall be proved to be unthankfull for the accumula- "*007#17g7 70- 
tion of benctits. To withdraw mercy inthis reſp will.” - yy" 
beakind of mercy, it will be a favour to with-hold fa- $,.;;ruine ju- 
vours, Which will aggravate unthankfulneſſe, and increaſe Jicemur uanto 
condemnation, We < will not lend or truſt our mony un. megis 4ccu- 
to Bankrupts, nor leave a pledge in their hands who have 724% bencfi- 
denied others of what they have depoſited with them, 757847 71% 


: . : * babimux exti-- 
And may not God then in equity decaine defired mercies iſſe. Ergo mi 


' fromthe unthankfull who have defrauded and robd him ſericordie res 


& the honour of all former mercies? 4 The husband-man eſt, in hac 
will not ſow his corn in the ſands , nor in barren or un- 147*< ſubtrabe- 


fruitfull ground : and will God, thinke you, ecaſt, or cg ewes f 


throw away his mercies upon .unthanktull hearts, from contra pefi- 
KEE ; mum vitium 
ngratitudinis. 495. D. c Huic ingrato qui beneficiorum fraudator eſt, & in 
hanc partem procubuit animo, non magis dabit beneficium, quam decoftori pectmiam credit. 
at depofutum committit ei qiti iam jluribus abnegavit. Sen. de Benef.lib.4.c. 26. 

d Seming in ſolum effetum eg ſterile non ſpargimus. Id. ibid.l. 1.C.1.2Agricols quidem 
ng arenys non commits:mt. Lib. 4.c,9, 

© Nunquam non perit quod datur ingrato. '48. Omniuo enimſcla nos a frofefu 
(anverſarjonis impelit i'gratitudo noſtra dion quodammodo amiſſum reputans dator quod in- 
ſhi _ » cavet obj de cgrero ue tanto plura amitierce quanto plura conferret ingrato +. 

"qYWS 
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whom he never had fo muchas the leaſt crop onharwet 6} 
thankes ? Ingenuous men will be aſhamed to-take ap new 
wares and commodities of Tradeſmen, before they have 
cleared their bookes,and paid all former ſcores : and ore- 
cious hearts bluſh to petition God for new favours, with. 
out premiſing thanktulneſſe for the old, and promiſing 
thankfalnes for the new. 4 
Firſt, without premiſing thankfulneſle for the old, 24. 
\cobs petition tor deliverance from his brother E/as,Ges, 
32.12. isuſher'd in with a commemoration of Gos for. 
mer bounty, verſes 9, 10. David in Pſalm 40. firſt males 
mention of his thankfulneſſe, verſe 10. and then falls ty 
praying frem the eleventh verſe to the end of the Phalme, 
You have the Church moſt affe&tionatly and raviſhingy 
praiſing God for the initials of her deliverance fromBab 
4», P(al.1:6 1,2,3. before ſhe prayeth for the pe 
ion and conſummation thereot,ver(.4. And thisalfows 
Pasls method in his prayers for thoſe unto whom hee 
Wrote, Co/:1.3. 1 Theſſ.3.'9, 10, 

Secondly,without promiſing thankfulnes for the new, 
not to lay an obligation of merit upon God by the duy, 
but onely to.impoſe upon themſelves a tye or obligation 
for performance of the duty. In every petition, faith Do- 

t Inomn; teti- tor f Ames,giving of thankes for the benefit that is pet 
zione vel ex= tioned foris promiſed either exprefly or implicitly, and 
preſſe vel impli- the Scripture abounds ininſtances of joyning in prayer 
cite P21» expreſſepromiſes of chankfulneſſe, Palm 51. 14. Pſan. 
Gi illo beneficio 61.7,8. Pſal.79.11, 12,13. Pſal. 86.11,13, Hoſts, 
quod petitur. 2, And thus you ſee, that as Paxl adviſeth, Phil, 4 6.th 
Medul. Theol. requeſts of the Saints have been made known unto God 
> £9 by prayerand (upplication, with thankſgiving : theirpe 
*7**  titions have been ſeaſoned with thankfulnes ; with thank 

* Licker. Fulnes in performance for bleſſings received, with thank 
arrowſmith, Fulnes in purpoſe, and promiſe for ſuch as are expetted 
and deſired * Prayer without praiſe is as a Cenſer with- 


out burning coales,from which there can no ſweet = 
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aftend. Oratio fine laude eſt thuribulum fine prun. 
»Prayer and thankes arc like the double mocion of the * Tho. Goed- - 
langs, the aire that is ſuckt in by prayer,Is breathed forth win in his Re- 
292iN by thanks. my of pray-= 
The ſecond ſort of Uſes (ſhall be of exhortation. And ”_—_ 
n the excellency of praiſe and thankeſgiving, we may 
ground a double exhortation : one, unto a performance of ; 
it ; theother unto an obſervation of a due manner in per- 
formance thereof. 
1. We may from conſideration of the excellency of 
iſe and thankeſgiving, be exhorted unto a performance 
of the duty. W hatſoever things are true (faith che Apo- 
le) whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 
juſt, whatſoever tbings are pure, Whatſoever things are 
lovcly, whatſoever things arc of good report, .if there be 
any vertue, if there be any praiſe, thinke on theſe things. 
Phi.4.8 Now all the goodly Epithites,or atrributions,do 
ina molt eminenc manner agree unto thankeſgiving. It is 
tru*, and juſt, made up of truth and juſtice as 1ts parts,lay 
both * Philoſophers and Divines. It is honeſt, pure, and ak, ME 
lovely, and of good report, and therefore me thinkes we Rn 
ſhould have our hearts wonderfully inflamed with the. 
love, and ſtirred up unto the practice of it. 
I ſhall uſe no nzw morives to,preflc this exhortation, 
bat only refer you to what I have delivered in conirma- 
ton. of the point : by which it is cvident, that tis not 
ealy a 2rat:ous, bur alſo a gracetull,comely, and faireen- 
dowment ; that beautificth, and becommeth a Chrilti- 
an. Pſal. 33. x: What can more forcibly provoke and 
prriwade unto this duty, then Gods gratious account of 
It, his vouchſafing to eſteeme himſelfe honoured, blefled, 
magnified, and glorified by the weake prayles of our 
polluecd hearts, and lips, Who will not be excited toa 
luty that is appropriated-unto fo glorious a ſubj et; as - 
the church and people-of God, that is the priviledge of 
the Saints, though the duty of all mankind, that reſpeR - - 
: eth : 
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eth ſogratious, and beneficial: an objed as the incom.” 


p:chenſible mercies of God, ſo glorious, and 1dminh{s 


an objet as the infinite perfeAtions of God. The won. 
derfull ditticulty of itſhould no wayes defer, or diſcoy. 
rage from it, becauſe it ariſcth from exceſkof its per. 
tection from the valt extent, and comprehenfſivendfs 
thereof, for if we conſider it formally, it rakes in, as you 
have heard, many duties, and if we look upon it by Way 
of Concomitancy, fo it takes in all dutics whatſoever he. 
longing to the firſt, and ſecond table. So that wee 
fay of it as the Preacher of the feareof God did. Feels, 
I2, 13, This is the whole duty of man. Txll ſaid of 
gratitude unto man, that itis Maxima, & mater onnim 
reliquarum virtutum. And if we except faith, wee may 
atfrme as much of gratitude unto God, If wee are taken 
with an high deſcent, and original of things, why, 
thankfulnefle is the product of the nobleſt, and moſtdj. 
vineof graces. Butcan therebee a (tronger proofect its 
.excellency , and more prevaling motive uurto the loye, 
and praQtiſe of it, then Gods gratious acceptationcfit; 
wonderfull complacency in 1t, and extreame jealouſe 
for it 1 ſhall not we have a very high eſteeme of that, then 
which there is nothing dearer unto our God ? Itis(you 
have heard ) as muſtek to his care, as ſweet wine tohis 
caſt, as a rich, and pretious perfume to his noſtrils, Can 
wee then withhold it from him, and yet pretend, that 
wee beare any love, and reſpe<& unto him, and profeſ 
that wee are his ſervants, and ſubjects ? Ir is the gret 
end of the greateſt and molt glorious of his workes and 
mercies ; and ſhall we by our unthankfulneſſ attempt 
to fruſtrate or diſappoint God of this his end, ſhall wet 
ſtop, and Withhold from God, that which hath beenthe 
principal ſcope of the ſweet influences of his goodnek 
upon. us. Are you aff, ted with virtue, pleaſure, of 
profit > why, all theſe kindes of 2zoodnefle as you hae 
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ice of thankfulneſſe, and duty of thankſgiving, If you 
ater into 2 compariſon of it withother , and du- 
tes, you ſhall find it to bee in divers reſpects unmarchable 
farof all graces,” and duties it comes , Cloſeſt, and 
neereſt up unto the higheſt end, Gods glory : and beſides 
iris more durable, then other graces, whoſe exerciſe, and 
a&ts areof uſe on)y in this lite, but after wee are 
manſated from death unto life thankſgiving will bee our 
ternall exerciſe in heaven. And therefore let us redeeme 
smuch time as we can, for the performance of it, here 
earth, You have ſeene how the prayer of petition 
compared therewith is over ballanced thereby in regard 
of neceſſity, comfort and dignity. And hence David 
te ſweet finger of Iſrael, upon whom the ſpirit of pray- 
x, and ſupplication was powrese in a moſt abundant 
neaſure, did yet it ſeemes more abound in the prayer of 
thankſgiving, then in that of petition. For, wereade of 
tispraying bur thrice a day. Pſal. 55. 17. Evening, and 
mourning, and at noone Will 2 pray and cry aloud: bur he 
mates mention of praiſing God ſcaven times a day, Pal. 
119, 164. As alſo inthe very depth of the night. Ar 
nid-night will [ riſe to give thanks unto thee. P/al. 119. 
61, Toconclyde this uſe, this duty will be a great part of 
urtappinefſe in heaven, and therefore itis but fit, that 
thould be a cheife part of our buſineſle here upon earth, 
tisnow the muſick of Heaven of the bleſſed Angels,and 


 fbrified ſpirits, wich whome if wee bee not in conſort 


ow, weemay jultly feare, everlaſting ſeperation from 
tem hereafrer. The {tate of grace is an incohation of 
tte ſtare of glory ,and therefore weecan have no ground 
vaſhreour ſelves that wee ſhall praiſe God everlaſting- 
Jin heaven, unlefſe heer on carth our hearts bee put in 
we, and we ſtudy, and learne the ſong of Xſoſes, and 
tie Lamb. 

| Secondly from the excellency of praiſe, and thankſgiv- 
2 Wee may bce exhorted to obſerve a due manner in the 
performing 
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_ thereof to performe it Preparedly; ew 


tly, Zealouſly, ant Entarely.. - 


Firſt, Preparedly. So excellent divine, and glorigy 


a duty cals for rhe utmoſt preparation, that is poſſible f 
oar underſtandings, wils, and afteQions ; and accordi 
the Pſalmiſt tels us, P/al.65.1. Praiſe wayteth fe 
God in Sion, that is, all true members of the Church, 
Which Sion was a type, have their hearts in tune ina re 
dinefic, and due frame for this worke, In P/al. 57,7, 
and Pſal. 108. 1,2, We have David making a profeſſigy 
of his both habiruall , and aQtuall preparation for i, 
Firſt, he profcſſeth how he was habitually fitted and pre. 
parcd for it, verſ.7.My heart is fixed, or prepared,O Gl, 
my heart is fixed, or prepared : I will (ing and give pri, 
The ingemination of this profeſſion of his preparationf 
praiſc, denoteth either the abſolute and great neceſly 
1t,or elſe his wonderfull exatneſk in it, In verſe.8, he hv 
takes himſclfe unto an aQtuall preparation for it,he awike 
neth and rouzethupall chat within, or without him, my 
contribute unto the work. Awake up my glory, awk 
Pfaltery and Harp, I my {clfe will awake early, It the 
lacrity of the ſweet Singer of Uracl mnſt be thus awke- 
ned to give praiſe unto God ; O then 'what rowung and 
ſtirring up doth not backwardneſk and dulneſſſtand in 
need of > In that exhortation of Paxl, Colof. 4, to 
watch in prayer with thankeſgiving ; the wat 

there required, is referred to thankeſgiving as weil 8 
prayer. To fitus for both prayer and thankeſgiving, ve 
mult have both our heads and our hearts wakefull, the} 
are both duties of ſuch neere and intimate communuu 
withjGod , as that they are not to bee come unto it 
drowſie and ſleepy ſoules. Thankeſgiving is a kinde 
Heavenly and Angelicalt worſhup, and therefore ſhow 
not beapproached with earthly hearts. 1n it (coaply 
ſprech of: Moſes, Exod, 3, 5. ) wee turnalide toſee! 
great ſight, Gods greatneſke and goodnclic ; apd my 
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put off thy ſhooes from thy feet, all low, earthly and ſen- 


fall affe&ions : So® ſome allugorize the phraie, becauſe 
ſhooes being/next the earth, are uſually morefoule and 


"Secondly, ſo excellentand divine a duty is to be per- 

formed reverently, Gods fearfull in prayſes, Exod. 1x. 
11. therefore his prales are to be celebrated with an aw- 
full feare,and religious reverence, and accordingly 7xniz 
ind Tremellizs rendcr the words, Reverend laudibus,to 
bereverenced or feared in prayies. And that God is tobe 
reverenced or feared in his praiſes, is plain, firſt, becauſe 
joy,a main ingredient of our praiſes, 18 to be with trem- 
bling, |P/al.2.11, Secondly , becauſe the objet of our 
praiſes, mercy and goodneſle,thould affc& us with a filiall 
fare, P/a/.130.4. 7er.33- 9. 

Thirdly , ſo heavenly and glorious a dnty is to beper- 
formed zealouſly and devourly, and nor perfunRorily or 
ſlightly to be ſlubber'd over. P/al. 66.2, Sing forth the 
honour of his name , make his praiſe glorious , ſaich 
the Plalmiſt, In the originall it is, Pt glory to bus praiſe : 
itis (faith AfoYerzs) as if he (ſhould have ſaid,Be nor dull, 


 fuggiſh, or drowſicin the celebration of Gods benefits , 


donot content your ſelves with ordinary praiſes,let them 
de inas glorious and honorable a manner as it is poſſible, 
acording unto the utmolt of your powers, With all your 
tears, ſouls, ſtrength and might» Hither alſo may you re- 
ferre thoſe places wherein 'tis ſaid, that God is greatly to 
depraiſed,7P/a.4.8.1.Pſ4.109.30.P/a. 145.3. There is 
n extenſive and an intenſive gteatnefle, and both mult be 
found in our praiſes of God. Firſt,an intenſive greatnes 
nregard of their number , we muſt be frequent & plenti- 
tullin the ducy, we muſt (to uſe the expreſſion of David} 
P/4.145.7, abundantly utter the memory of Gods great 
goodnes. Secondly,there mult be an intenſive grcatnes in 
our praiſes, in regard of the degree, fervour and heat of 
them, They muſt be high, and vehement, fervent, flaming 


L 3 zealous , 
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zcaltous, and affeRtionate, full of life and vigour', our Spi. 
rits mult beraiſed,our hearts and tongues enlarged in the 
performance of this duty. Gods glorious name, as it Y 
Nehem.g.5 , is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe,above 
our devouteſt and moſt zealous praiſes ; and therefore 
ſarely, faint, heartleſſe,and liveleſk praiſes are fo far from 
reaching him, as that they may ſeem to bee meant of ang. 
ther of a lower obje&.God then is not praiſed at al,if hebe 
not greatly praiſed. Weak and dull praiſes are diſpraiſes; 
for a perſon or ching is not honoured or praiſed, unle{ 
there be ſome proportion berween the honour and praiſe, 
and the wor: hines of the perſon. or thing honoured and 
praiſed. Honour(fſaich Aqninas, and we may fay the ſam 
of ptaiſe) isnothingellc but a teſtimony of the cxcellen- 
cy of a perſon or thing. Now when a teſtimony is ſofir 
trom being home,and full, as that it doth not in any (or 
reach that for which it is brought, there mnſt be either 1 
falſhood or anullity in it. It were ſtrange then,it cold,un- 
zealous, and unfervent praiſcs ſhould beare witnes unto 
the infinite greatnes of God, Hence it is that you (hull 
find in P/aln 108, that after David had profeſseda pur- 
poſe of prailingGod,yv. 1,2,3.he tells you next the propor- 
tion that fs beeween the attributes which he praiſezh in 
God,and his praiſe of him. The greatnes of theartnibuts, 
Mercy and Truthgwe have v.4-Thy Mercy ts great abme 
the heavens ,and thy Truth reacheth unto the clquas: And 
there is an anſwerable greatnes in his praiſes of God fot 
them, verl.5. Be thou exalted, O God,zabove the heavm, 
«nd thy glory above all therearth, He wiſherh andende: 
voureth co exalt himas high in his praiſes as he is in hin 
felfe,to exalt hum above the earth, above the heaven, 
the clouds, in peace-ofterings for thankſgiving, leventi 
bread was to be offered, Levit. 7. 13. now the propett] 
of levenis to raiſe the meale , ſo then the requiring «i 
might be to fignifie, that in thankſgiving our hearts ues 
he raiſed and elevated above the pitch of nature by i 
YUCLG SUUVE 1 | nul 
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rituall, holy and heavenly affe&ions; aud becauſe it i$not 
poſſible that our hearts ſhould belifred up in ſo high a 
manner,as the rature and number of Gods mercies me- 
ritwe muſt ſupply whatis wanting with an holy & de- 
vout ſtupor and admiration, That place in Pſalm 65.1. 
rendred by our Tranſlators, Praiſe waiterh for thee,s God, 
in $yon,is in the originall, Praiſe i lent, or,ſulence unto 
thee,to wit, out of wonder at the incomprehenlablenes vt 
thy goodnes,' tis this.that ſtrikes chem dumb withadmira- 
tion, as being beyond all not only expreſſions, but alſo ap- 
prehenſions. | 

Laſtly, if thankſgiving bee ſo excellent a duty, let it be 
performed by us entirely, wholly, and fully, and,not ble- 
miſh'd with the omiſſions of any. of its parts ; which are 
five; Obſcrvation, Centeflion, Remembrance, Vallati- 
on, Retribution ; let all cheſe have a place in this your 
day of thankſgiving, and not ſo much as one of chem Icfr 
out. For would it. not be pitty, that ſo noble, and worthy 
a worke, ſhould bee maimed, and d: feRive, ſhould wanr 
any thing that makes unto its integrity, and fulneſle? 

Firſt,then,Obſcrve narrowly and inqrufttively che mer- 
cy,foa the publique acknowledgement whereof wee hold 
this Aſſembly, take alteady and curious.view of all partt- 
cular circum{tances, and palaces in the Seige, that had a- 
ny thing either of mercy, or marvaile in chem ; that fo 
you may digeſt thei into matrer of praiſe, and thank(ſgiv- 
ing. And let not your oblervation dwell, and (tay upon 
an armeof fleſh. The prudence, and reſclution of your 
worthy Goveri:our, the golden mettle of your Souldiers, 
and Townſtinen, the care and ſpeed, that was uſed by the 


Vaiiant inſtruments of your relicfe : but let it goe higher, . 


lo high as heaven. Oblerve the mercy , and the hand, the 
wiſdome , power , and providence of God therein, Be- 
ſides, as he wo drew the picture of Autigonus , painted 
onely one {de of his face , and not the other , which was 
blemiſhed with the want of aneye : ſodoe ycu as it were 
oer-look all miſeries and loſſs, that you ſuſtained by che 
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ſiege, the burning of a great part of your townand goods. 
the ſlaughter of many of your deareſt friends and na 


bours ; and chiefely tix your thoughts upon the miny and 
great McTcices that you owe no dcliverance ; The pre. 
{crvationof your own lives , of che moſt conſiderable part 
of the cown, of moſt of your goods , and many of your 
friends : For all theſe will ſerve to heighten and increaſe 
che flame of your thankſgiving ; and therefore the cand. 
deration of them ſhould be more permanent, and makex 
deeper impreſſion upon your hearts, then the thoughts of 
any thing that might dampe you joy and lame your praiſe, 
2 N-xt doe not ſtifle and impriſfon theſe thoughts in 
your harts,but vent them unto others by a ful publicition, 
and confeſſion of what God hath herein done for fo un» 
deſerving a people , thereby the better to quicken your 
_— z and ſtir up others to a zealous performance of the 
uty, 
3 And thirdly, Leſt your joy and] thanks for fo a great 
4 preſervation ſhould in time coole and languth , doe you 
frequently and affeionarely reflec upon ir, that ſoit nuy 
never be buried in a grave of Oblivion. Malter Burreys 
relates of the City of. Berne, that they wrote the daydf 
their deliverance from Antichrilt , upon pillars withlet- 
cers of gold. But I ſhall exhort you to a way of preſerving 
the memoriall of your deliverance that (hall be lefle charg- 
able, but more acceptable unto God ; Let it be writtenin 
your memories with a pen of iron , and with the point of 
2 Diamond, let it be graven upon the table of your hearts, 
Fourthly , Dctra& nothing from the value and impor- 
tance of your deliverance, but look upon it as a prevention 
of your utter ruineand deſolation : as a reſurre&ionfrom 
the bottome of danger and doubc, if not deſpaire, For, 
who of you bur gave all for lott ? if you will but look 
back upon your own feares , perpl-xiries and mulgivings 
of miade , they will informe : Thar if che Lord had not 
bcen on your ſide , when men roſe up againſt you, ye 
[ 
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 - their wrath was kindled againſt you , a red Sea of blood 


and fire had overwhelmed you, had gone over your ſouls. 
If youconſider the progreſſe that the enemy had made in 
winning of your Town ; how he had entred your Line, 
fired ſeverall Streets, 8c. you cannot, me thinks, but have 
ſuchan eſteem of your preſervation , as Chriſt had of the 
Reſtaurarion of Jeruſalem, Z ach. 3. 2. Is not this a brand 
pluck'd out of the fire > Florws (ſpeaking of the horrible 
devaſtation which the people of Rowe made of the Coun- 
try of the Samnites, thus expreſleth it, Ita rauinas ipſas - 
whinm dirwuit , ut hodie Samnigm tn ipſo Samnio requt- 
ratwr, And if you call to minde the bloody and barbarous 
threats , that your adverſarics night and day thundred in 
your ears, they will give you a full and undoubred afſu- 
rance, that if chey had prevailed , the expreſliion would 
have bin too too applable unto this place;they would'have 
ſoruined the very ruines thereof, as that in but the ſuc- 
cceding age, a man might have looked for 7 anntor in ' 
Tannton, and not have found it. 

Fifthly and laſtly, Bee you ſtudiouſly inquiſitive,as D a- 
vid, Pſalm.116.12. What ſhall we render unto the Lord 
for ſo great and ſeaſoneble a benefit > Why , let all your 
umsand purpoſes reach as high as Heaven ; Let Gods glo- 


' ty over-ballance all other ends ; Let all ſelfiſh reſpes 


toop thereunto. Doe not think much to part with your 
lves,much lefle with you luſts : the diſeaſes an1 corrupti- 
ons of your Soules and Lives, for a God that hath been fo 
graciouſly mercifull ro you and yours : Let the meditation : 
ef this deliverance inflame your zeale for Gods cauſe, in- 
large your bowels and aff-ion co his Church and People, 
mproveand increaſe your care of obedicnce, and endea- 
vours of mortification, ſtir you up to devote and dedicate - 
Uthat you have and are to his ſervice and glory, - 


FINIS, 


